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Chairman’s report. 
 

The last of the turkey is finally finished off disguised as a curry.   The Christmas 
pudding is lying heavily around the middle.  The only thing remaining is the mother-in-
law’s Christmas cake festering in the cupboard (not even the mice will eat that) and so it 
is time to start the new year off with a bang …. well a chime but not to worry. 
 
At the stroke of midnight VAT went back up to 17.5%, but not at CMC. The Club 
Management decided that we would absorb the price increase for as long as possible 
and the small breweries will endeavour to do the same. 
 
The first motor event for CMC is the Wyedean Forest Rally on 13th February. No doubt 
we will be running a stage for Forest of Dean Motor Club. Look out for details on the 
club notice board and on the e-group towards the end of January. 
 
Plans for our “Get it Sideways” Stage Rally on 17th April is under way. If you would 
like to get involved in this prestigious event then talk to Rich Clayton or myself. We 
look forward to hearing from you. 
 
Thanks to Alan Coulon for his “Bar Top Quiz”.  A great display of photos for us to 
identify.  Some of the photos eluded even the most travelled of motorsport competitors 
and members.  The photos with answers will be available again in the near future. 
 
The new furniture has arrived and we have had good positive remarks about it. Every 
time I visit the club the chairs are all taken. Do I need to order another one for me? 
 
I would like to wish you all a very happy and prosperous New Year. 
See you at the Club 
 
Regards 
 
Kevin Smith.   
Chairman, Cheltenham Motor Club. 
 

 
Christmas Quiz, 2009. 

 
The ‘Torque Motors’ Christmas Quiz was organised by none other than the Chairman 
himself.  In f irst place were Team Cameron+Mitchell+Robbins closely followed by 
John and Bridget Chenery who won Spirit of the Event award.  The remaining places 
were taken by Team Dim, Stephen M, Team Neil’s Lot, Team Pogo, Team RS+PC, The 
Bis ley Bandits and Billy no mates!  
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Club President Dave Cooper reports that since the last newsletter, motorsport 
in the south west has seen the sad loss of two of its most active members.   

 
June Aslin was out virtually every weekend and could be seen in some 
Subaru or other either acting as radio control or junction radio.  She had a 
vast knowledge of motorsport and was always willing to help in any way 
possible.  June was a big supporter of all local stage rallies and has been a 
great help to CMC over the years. 

 
John Milne (of Bath Motor Club), was another of the South West’s rallying 
characters who must have spent more time on motorsport than he should 
have.  John was another with a wealth of knowledge and experience on the 
running of events and although not always in the forefront was someone who 
could always be relied upon to act in a quick professional manner. 

 
Both will be a sad loss to rallying both in the Cotswolds and further afield 
and we remember their families especially at this time. 
 
 

Email Contacts 
General Enquiries cmc@cheltmc.com 

Chief Marshal cmc_marshal@cheltmc.com 
Newsletter Editor news@chetmc.com 
Social and Bar beer@cheltmc.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

2009 membership of CMC expired at the end of last December.  
This Newsletter is being sent to all those who were members in 
2009 and have renewed for 2010 and new members for 2010.   

 

If you were a member and have not renewed by the end of 
February 2010 your name will be removed from the 

membership list and you’ll not receive any more newsletters.   
Membership forms are available from the Clubhouse or from 

the web at http://www.cheltmc.com 
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Long term CMC member/competitor Phil Harvey gives us some background 
to his many years in motorsport.  For many years Phil has been supported by 
club member Ray Rayner.  In the next issue of the newsletter there will be a 
full report with pix on Phil’s 2009 year.   
 
 
I started competing in road rallying in 1977 with my brother in a Cortina 
Mk1.  We then progressed onto stage rallying but the Imp with the Cortina’s 
engine failed to finish most rallies we entered so I decide to build my own 
car. I bought a Red Mini Cooper with hydrolastic suspension and small front 
discs brakes which I later realised was not good!  After a year’s modification 
on the car in a lock-up I went rallying again in 1980, first road then stage.  
 
My 998cc was not going to win rallies but it finished most of them. So much 
so that we were Cotswold Champions in 19??.   With the ‘Up to 1000 cc 
class’ scrapped on most events, the engine was changed to 1275cc. With my 
regular co-driver Martin Holden we were the Class A Champions in the 
Association of West Midland Motor Clubs Stage Rally Championship in 
1981. We had a go at the national Rally Sport Championship with mixed 
results and no real chance against the Escorts!  Below is the Mini competing 
in the 1981 Stage Rally below. 
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We did three stage rallies in Eire on closed public roads; quite unique, where 
you pass your service crew standing outside a pub on the stage you are 
competing on! Just for record I put the car on its roof at least 3 times; soft 
rolls thank goodness.   The mini in 1981 below. 
 
A change of job and location took me to Birmingham. Rallying was 
becoming expensive and having to have two road legal cars, rally and tow 
cars, I converted the Mini to a racer (Mini Miglia).   I have been racing from 
then (1988) to the present day in Mini Miglias.   
 
One of the highlights was driving at Spa and another was completing 4 
consecutive laps on the 20 km Nurburgring Nordschleife (northern loop) in a 
Mini Miglia!  
 
Although rallying is hard on suspension and bodywork racing is hard on 
engines; in the early years you were lucky if you got through a year without 
a blow up. Saying that I am currently on my third racing body shell.   
 
A full report of my 2009 racing will appear in the next Newsletter. 
 
Phil Harvey. 
 

 
 
I know 2009 was Jenson Button’s year but it’s also worth noting that 
Scotsman Dario Franchitti won the 2009 IndyCar series with 616 
points.  With Target Chip Ganassi Racing team mate Scott Dixon 
(605 points) and each with 5 wins from 17 races they took first and 
second places in the Championship.  Phil Cork. 
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The SCA Motorsport Team headed South for the Patriot Stages at the Caerwent 
Military training ground. 10 mile stages, approximately 120 corners. It is said to 
be the venue to make or break a co-driver or even a driver! Stu Cameron hasn’t 
had the best of luck with navigators at the venue. With Fran Kukula taking to 
the notes back in the late 1990’s, leaving the venue in defeat and with an awful 
mess and smell within the car! Next outing at the venue and a change of 
navigator and still the same thing :-S  

What was it about the venue?? It certainly seemed to have the potential of being 
an eventful day! It was looking that way straight from the off. We had to push 
the car off the trailer. Despite charging the battery a week prior it appeared to be 
dead :-S But the true fate of last minute motorsport kicked in when we began 
looking for the jump leads or battery charger! Luckily John had seen a garage 2 
miles up the road and raced up there. We got the car into the service park and 
were soon out to stage 1.  

All was going well and we were fighting for a class position. Stage 3 saw the 
rear wheel and brake hub shear off we now had only 3 wheels on our wagon and 
no rear brakes, but we motored on to make it to the end of the stage. Great work 
from the service crew got us back out for stage 4. However we had dropped 4 ½ 
mins.  

We spent the remainder of the day pushing to make up the time, gaining 
seconds every stage. Everything was once again going well. We even had a bit 
of luck when the class leader (Les Skeet) was seen being towed into service 
with charcoal in the engine bay. By the end of the day we had managed to crawl 
our way up to 3rd in class.  Thanks to Phil Robbins, Mike Mitchell, Martin 
James, Mark Newman and John Mitchell for all their help during the event. 

�
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------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

With our own young Craig Cameron collecting awards we clearly have to keep an eye 
on the youngsters.     

 
If you have children who you think would like to be involved with motorsport then see 

the following link from the ‘Motorsport Now’ website. 
 

http://www.gomotorsport.net/en-GB/godrive/under17s.html 
 
 

Another photo of Stuart and Craig Cameron competing on Craven Motor Club’s 
Anniversary Rally at Longcross. 
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SCA Motorsport Team travelled East for the last event of the season, the Carfax 
Stages at Longcross testing ground. The weather had caused the surface to 
become slippery and very greasy.  

Stage 1 didn’t go to plan. Pushing hard over a brow and into along right hand 
bend, the back end of the car began to drift out. Driver, Stuart Cameron took a 
tight line and managed to control the drift until the back end spun out after 
hitting a rock on the inside of the corner. Stuart Cameron and co-driver, Craig 
Cameron were passengers as the car span out of control and into the trees 
situated on the outside. Luckily no one was injured and the only damage was 
cosmetic.  

The crew, with the help of some marshals managed to get the car going. 
However loosing 4 minutes trying to get the car back on the track. The duo got 
the car back to service where the service crew quickly set to work on the car 
getting us back out for stage 2. The rest of the day ran smoothly with no 
problems, keeping up with the pace of the class leaders but having lost the time 
on stage 1 put them out of a chance of a class position. However the team 
fought back. By the end of the day they were within 2 seconds of the 3rd in class 
position.  

However it had still been a day of celebration for the team as both Stuart and 
Craig clenched the Cotswold Motorsport Group Stage Rally Championship 
2009. Craig becoming the youngest ever winner of the award. Being his first 
season out. Stuart and Craig would like to thank the service crew and everyone 
who has supported the team throughout the season making it a thoroughly 
enjoyable and successful. Also to their proud sponsors, S C Auto Services of 
Cheltenham who have backed the team from day one.    

  
 

 (Ed’s Note.  Thanks to Craig for two great articles.) 
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How did you do on the Motoring Conundrums in the last 
newsletter?  Here they are again with answers. 

(All names are entirely fictitious/co-incidental!!) 
 

1. Mr Smith drove off on a straight road with his eyes fixed on the 
setting sun in front of him.  After driving a mile Mr Smith 
found himself one mile east of his starting point.  How can this 
be??  Answer.  He was driving in reverse.�

 
2. A woman with no drivers’ license goes the wrong way on a 

one-way street and turns left at a corner clearly marked as a ‘no 
left turn’.  A policeman sees her but does nothing.  Why?  
Answer.  She was walking.�
 

3. A lorry driver wants to drive under a bridge but finds that his 
lorry is an inch higher than the bridge’s clearance.  Just as the 
driver starts to consult his atlas to find the shortest alternative 
route a young boy knocks on the window and suggests an idea 
to him that worked.  What was it? Answer.  Let some air out 
of the tyres.�
 

4. On their way back to Cheltenham, Roger, Mickey and Ernie 
took turns in driving.  Roger drove 50 miles more than Mickey  
and Mickey drove twice as far as Ernie.  Ernie only drove 10 
miles.  How many miles was the trip back to Cheltenham. 
Answer.  100 miles.�
�

5. Like most people, Neil keeps one spare tyre in his car.  Last 
year Neil drove 10,000 miles in his car and rotated the tyres at 
intervals so that by the end of the year each of the five tyres 
had been used for the same number of miles.   For how many 
miles was each tyre used?   Answer.  8000 miles. 
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CHELTENHAM MOTOR CLUB’S ‘CHRISTMAS CLUB’ 
 

The Motor Club ‘Christmas Club’ is run by Rosemary Fry, Dave 
Hall and Viv Parker. It is open to all members. The payout date 
is the last Friday of November 2010. The payment is made to 

you by cheque. The bank account is held by Lloyds. 
 

The ‘Christmas Club’ is a non profit account which means you 
get back exactly what you pay in. No tax is deducted. 

 
You can make payments on a Friday night between 8-9pm. 

 
Happy New Year to everyone. 

Rosemary 

 
 

Professional Tuition That Gets Results! 
 

Gloucester, Cheltenham & Forest of Dean 

0800 1690 277 
Confirmed High Pass Rate                     Discounts Available 

One to One Tuition               Hourly to Intensive Courses 
Gift Voucher & Loyalty Bonus Schemes 
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Award Winning Traditional 
Window Cleaning & Gardening Service 

 

·  WINDOW CLEANING.  Award winning traditional 
window cleaning. 10% discount for OAPs and the Disabled. 

 

·  GRASS CUTTING.  Weekly, fortnightly lawn mowing 
service (all waste taken away). 

 

·  HIGH PRESSURE CLEANING.  Make your Patios, 
conservatories roofs, paths and driveways look like new. 

 

·  GARDEN MAINTENANCE.  A complete gardening 
service throughout the year.  Weed Control, turfing, leaf clearing 

for residential and commercial. 
 

·  DOMESTIC CLEANING.  CRB & Police checked. 
Reliable and trustworthy service tailored to your specific 

requirements. 
 
ALL WORK UNDERTAKEN IS FULLY INSURED 

Member of the Federation of Small Businesses and 
Federation of Window Cleaners. 

 
No matter how large or small, give John a call for the complete  

Cleaning & Gardening service that is tailored around you. 
 

01242 519471     07970 613984 
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The following ‘regular’ events happen at Cheltenham Motor Club.  
If any of them take your fancy then call in on the appropriate 
nights or call the Club on 01242 522590 and ask to speak to a 

member from the particular group you are interested in. 
Every 3rd Monday – Car Committee followed by 
‘Torque Motors’.  See ‘What’s on at CMC’ below 
for what is planned for each ‘Torque Motors’ 
meeting. 
Every 2nd and 4th Monday – Management 
Committee.   

Mondays 

Every other Monday – Scramble Club.  
Last Tuesday.  Cotswold Motorsport Group.  Back 
bar unavailable during this meeting. 
American Cars  Drag Racing Street Racing 

Tuesdays 

Ladies Darts League (Starts September 9th) 

Last Wednesday.  Bredon Autograss Club. 
Wednesdays 

Mens Darts League (Starts September 9th) 

Thursdays Cheltenham Home Guard Motorcycle Club 

Fridays 
3rd Friday is a car related event.  Either a round of 
the Tony Brewer Summer Series or the Pete 
Singfield 12 Car Series.  

Saturdays Occasional social events.  

Quiz League (Starts 4th October)  Sundays 
Free pool for members. 
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What’s on at Cheltenham Motor Club. 

Fri 8th Jan 
(Provisional date) The ‘Bah Humbug Christmas 
Cracker’ postponed from 29th Dec.  Sign on at the 
Club at 1900. 

Mon 18th Jan Car Committee at 8.00pm followed by ‘Torque 
Motors’ DVD Night.  All members welcome. 

Fri 22nd Jan 12 Car Navigational Event.  Sign on at the Club at 
1915. 

Mon 15th Jan 
Car Committee at 8.00pm followed by ‘Torque 
Motors’ navigational teach in.  Come along and find 
out what rally navigation is all about. 

Fri 19th Feb 12 Car Navigational Event.  Sign on at the Club at 
1915. 

Mon 1st Mar Provisional date for CMC AGM.  8.00pm prompt 
start.  Date tbc and formal notification to follow. 

Fri 19th Mar 12 Car Navigational Event.  Sign on at the Club at 
1915. 

Sat 17th Apr CMC ‘Get it Sideways’ Stages Rally, Down 
Ampney. 

Apr/May Date to be finally agreed but the trip to Brooklands 
is still very much on. 
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What’s on elsewhere. 

Fri 15th Jan CMSG Awards Night, Cheltenham Civil Service 
Club. 

Sat 30/31st Jan CMSG Brean Stages Rally. 

Sun 31st Longleat Autosolo.  Devizes MC. 

Sun 7th Feb Cotswold Clouds Car Trial. 

Sat 13th Feb CMSG Wyedean Rally, Forest of Dean MC. 

Fri 26th Feb CMSG Roadsport Round 1. 

Sun tba Mar CMSG Autosolo – Strensham, Ross & DMC. 

Fri 26th Mar CMSG Roadsport Round 2. 

Sun tba Mar CMSG Tour of Caerwent Stage Rally. 

Fri 23rd Apr CMSG Roadsport Round 3.  (Dolphin MC) 

Sat tba Apr CMSG Autosolo – Finmere.  Oxford MC. 
 
 
Last but not least the 12 Car Series is in full swing.  Thanks to organisers and 
competitors and marshals for supporting the annual championship.   
 
Results after 3 rounds show David Rae as a clear leader in the Novice Driver 
class with Malcom Middleton, Graham Ford and Rorke McLean all vying for 
second place. 
 
Nicholas Cutts is a clear leader in the Novice Navigator class with Bob ???, 
Jimmy Cockayne and Andy Tarling battling for second place. 
 
The expert driver class has Jeremy Cooper leading with Rich Smith 2 points 
behind and Dave Cooper in 3rd place. 
 
Dave Cooper is also leading the Expert Navigator class closely followed by 
Ewan Hopes and Craig Cameron.   
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