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Chairman’s report. 
 

With the dust now settling at Down Ampney after the "Get It Sideways Rally", I 
can now start to clear the top of my desk and remove the piles of paperwork from 
the floor.      The "Get It Sideways Rally" just seems to get better and better so I 
would like to thank Dave and Lee Kedward of B.P. Motors for their support as 
sponsors and competitors.  Also a big thank you to all the club members, friends 
and family who helped. And a big thanks to the frontline teams who set-up and 
cleared up the course, the envelope stuffing team and the backroom boys and girls 
who have been busy over the last few months. You all did a splendid job to make 
the event such a success.       
 
There are many rumours about Down Ampney Airfield being dug-up in the near 
future to extract the gravel. We’ve been hearing this for many years.  CMC will 
continue to make use of the airfield and run events there until we are officially told 
to stop. We will continue to look for other venues and would appreciate you 
keeping your eyes open and ears to the ground for any venues on your travels 
around the county.       
 
Anyone who has read the Echo newspaper recently will be aware of the possibility 
of Kart racing in our town. I have approached the promoter of the event and 
offered our support. Motorsport at this level has got to be good for the town and 
CMC.       
 
It is good to see so many activities happening for and by the club members. The 
trip to see the British Steam Car was very interesting. The Summer Series is about 
to start and there will be Grand Prix gatherings at the clubhouse during the 
summer. More info on these events elsewhere in this newsletter.   The darts and 
quiz teams have done very well in their respective leagues. 
 
For the ‘real ale’ supporters look don’t forget to check out the ‘Real Ale Marquee’ 
etcetera during Cheltenham Food and Drinks Festival, 18-20th June.          
 
Finally, if you are reading a paper copy of this newsletter don’t throw it way or 
even recycle it (not just yet) ….. pass it on to someone else to read or strategically 
place it where another motoring enthusiast may find it.      Enjoy your motorsport. 
            
Regards  
 
Kevin Smith 
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Cheltenham Motor Club 
BP Motors Get it Sideways 2010 

Saturday 17th April 
 
Yet another great event, once again we have had many good reports (see below), building on our 
Club’s reputation for organising quality events.  
 
The weather was set fair, the first few competitors suffering from dust clouds from the dry concrete, 
our event has traditionally been the first one at the venue each year and the concrete is covered with a 
thin (well mostly thin) layer of dirt (farm “stuff”) and grit which is very quickly cleaned off by the 
competitors. The day went very smoothly and without any major incidents, we unusually lost a 
number of cars in the first few stages which meant we easily kept to the time schedule throughout the 
day and in fact in the end we finished well ahead of the proposed time.  
 
Congratulations go to the South Hams crew of Adrian Brown and Chris Jarman, Ford Escort Mk1 
(cover photo, courtesy of EDP), winning the event at their first ever visit to the venue. The pair had 
been tipped for a good result and were seeded at car 4. It didn’t take them long to get into their stride. 
Stage 1 they were a bit off the pace, but stages 2 to 6 swapping fastest stage times with Tim 
Freeman/Mike Mitchell (before they hit problems on stage 4) and Rob Dennis/Lee Harding. They 
were fastest two wheel drive car for the last 4 stages which gave them a 28 second win over the ever 
spirited drive from Andy Corner/Ade Camp in the Peugeot 205. Third were Welsh crew of Wayne 
Lloyd/Martyn Williams in an Escort Mk 2. 
 
 Last years winners Jim Munden and John Leigh were never quite on the pace, finishing 5th. Also, 
2008 winners Andy Gwynne/Holly Robinson failed to finish after suspension failure on stage 6. Our 
own club competitors rarely fair well at our event. Stu/Craig Cameron suffering electrical problems 
on stage 1 before being sidelined by suspension failure on stage 4. Event sponsor Dave/Paula 
Kedward, suffered ignition failure at the end of stage 6. Lee Kedward/Mark Newman bucked the 
trend finishing a creditable 12th and best CMC. New club members Sam Tilling and Jeremy Williams 
battled with car problems all day, unfortunately they failed to finish, but were awarded with “Spirit of 
the Event” in their £500 Peugeot 205. The Escort WRC of Dick Mauger/Steve McNulty was the 
quickest car of the day, though the four wheel drive cars were not eligible for the overall awards. But 
in the end it was only 19 seconds quicker than the Escort Mk1 of Brown/Jarman. 
 
Full results available on our website www.cheltmc.com/rally.htm . Results of the “ Rob Greenwood 
'King Of Down Ampney' Memorial Challenge”  are available on the CMSG results pages 
(www.cmsg.co.uk) 
 
Many thanks to event sponsors Dave and Lee Kedward (BP Motors), Graeme Ross (GSR Services) 
and Colin Harwood. Donald Smith (Castrol) & Stu Cameron (SC Autos) for donating the marshals 
prizes. Also a big thank you to all the Marshals, Radios, Rescue, Recovery, all helpers and all of the 
organising team, without whom the event would not exist. 

 
We hope everyone involved enjoyed it and will be back again next year. 

 
Clerk of the Course - Kevin C Smith             Assistant Clerk of the Course – Mark Holmes 

Deputy Clerk of the Course & Secretary - Rich Clayton 
Entries Secretary - Jan Robbins    Chief Marshal – Sheila Gidley 
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Comments from the British Rally Forum. 

Car 4,  Adrian Brown/Chris Jarman It was our first visit to Down Ampney and it took us a 
while to get in to it, a really good venue with lots of variety but you could easily be caught out 
as some of the concrete was as smooth as glass. Well done to Dick Mauger and Steve, also 
Andy Corner and Ade Camp, we had a good battle all day. Many thanks, also, to my service 
crew. 

Car 6, Lee Harding.  Had a good day out with Rob Dennis , eventually getting 4th overall 
despite a couple of spins and a minor excursion!! Well done to Adrian on the win, and Andy 
Corner, it was getting close between us until we switched on Donut Mode. Well done to 
anyone that finished really as a lot of cars dropped out today! Looking forward to the EMCOS 
event already!! 
 
Car 38.  Jamie Vaughan.  Well done CMC thanks for a well run event very hot hot hot !!!!  
Thanks to Dean on another fun run and good drive nice to me some new people the boys next 
door with xxxx on the side of the car and the boys in the mk1 cant remember car number tho 
great laugh (: and nice to have a chat with jamie hales quick lad good drive aswell ! back for 
the next one. 

Car 44.  Glyn Thomas.  Congratulations on an excellent event.  Even though we didn't quite 
make it to the finish, we thoroughly enjoyed the stages laid out to maximise the venue. In my 
capacity of Communications Officer for Weston-Super-Mare Motor Club, I was particularly 
impressed with the management of information for competitors.  With a full diary of events 
planned, I'd like to adopt some of these for the club and wondered if I could draw upon your 
expertise and experience?   

Neil Fuller, MSA Steward.  Thank you for the results. Please pass on my thanks to your 
organising team for yesterday. Could you also congratulate your club for organising and 
running an excellent event which was appreciated by your competitors. 

Car 59, Paul Godden.  Thanks to Rob as well for Taxi-ing me around!!! Well done to all the 
organisers for putting on a cracking event. first time to the venue. it was well worth the 3 hour 
drive from kent. if any one has any pics or video of car 59 (Red/White Micra) please can you 
email me paul.g@homecall.co.uk 
 
Jack, Chief Marshal Co-OrdSport Stages by EMCOS. Had a great day yesterday.....arrived at 
Marshals signing on ,nice suprise to be told I was Sector Marshal at the water feature, luckily 
my team included Colin Chick and his team, all far more organised than me!  Plenty of 
committed driving, no real dramas for us, just a few spins and a bit of re-arranging of the 
cones. God, they are a lot easier to deal with than those bl**dy tyres we used to have.  All we 
need now is the same weather for the EMCOS event on 29th May. Look foward to welcoming 
all yesterdays Marshals to that event too! 
 
I’ve also received an email from Andy Conway (CMSG) who had hoped to enter with Phil 
Banwell in last year’s top 10 placed Ford Ka but was unable to.  Andy had a thoroughly good 
day marshalling and would like to thank the organisers for putting on such a good event.  
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Formula 1 at Cheltenham motor Club. 
 

Recently an email went out and a notice was put up in the club in an attempt to gauge whether 
there was sufficient interest in the Formula 1 racing to make it worthwhile for the club to 
open.    Thanks to the almost two handfuls of people who replied … which was just about as 
many as I thought necessary to open the club.  Fortunately the committee agreed!!   

So, the club will be open between 1230-1500 for the races that start at 1300 and at the times 
shown for the Canadian and Brazilian GP.  The club won’t be opening for the 0700 race 
starts!!  If there proves to be not enough people able to get to the club to make it worthwhile it 
may be that we can’t carry on doing it.  I know that the weather will play a big part in who 
may or may not turn up and that is understandable. 

Phil Cork. 

Date Club 
Opens 

Race 
Starts Venue 

Sunday 9th May 1230 1300 Spanish GP, Catalunya. 

Sunday 16th May 1230 1300 Monaco GP, Monte Carlo 

Sunday 30th May 1230 1300 Turkish GP, Istanbul 

Sunday 13th June 1630 1700 Canadian GP, Montreal 

Sunday 27th June 1230 1300 European GP, Valencia 

Sunday 11th July 1230 1300 British GP, Silverstone 

Sunday 25th July 1230 1300 German GP, Hockenheim 

Sunday 1st August 1230 1300 Hungarian GP, Budapest 

Sunday 29th August 1230 1300 Belgian GP, Spa-Francorchamps 

Sunday 12th September 1230 1300 Italian GP, Monza 

Sunday 26th September 1230 1300 Singapore GP 

Sunday 10th October ---- 0700 Japanese GP, Suzuka 

Sunday 24th October ---- 0700 South Korean G, YeongamP 

Sunday 7th November 1530 1600 Brazilian GP, Sao Paulo 

Sunday 14th November 1230 1300 Abu Dhabi GP, Yas Marina 
Circuit. 
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SC AUTO SERVICES 
 

UNIT K, THE BRAMERY,  
ALSTONE LANE, CHELTENHAM  GL51 8HE 

 
����������	�
��
��	���

 

MOT’s £39.99. 
 

With the retirement and closure of Thrupp Tyres in 
Cheltenham, we have bought all their equipment and 
stock and invite all Thrupp’s existing customers plus 

any potential needing new tyres.  We will carry a good 
range of budget tyres and anything else we can supply 

within 24 hours all at good competitive prices.  
 

FOR ALL TYPES OF VEHICLE SERVICE AND 
GENERAL REPAIRS, DIAGNOSTICS, ECU AND 

EMISSIONS. 
MOT REPAIRS, BRAKES, CLUTCH. 

NO JOB TOO BIG. 
 

FIXED PRICE SERVICING  

FROM £69.00 
  01242 576437  
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Important news regarding closure of public highways  
for motorsport events. 

On  13.4.2010 Paul parker, Chairman of ASWMC  reported ….. 
 
…… I referred to the likelihood that the MSA would prepare a manifesto for 
presentation to government seeking authority for the use of what the MSA is 
referring to as Temporary Suspension Orders, enabling public roads to be closed 
by local authorities and suspension of the Road Traffic Act during closure, so that 
Rallies or Hilllcimbs may be held. Before, this has required an Act of Parliament 
for each. 
 
What we are now seeking would place mainland UK on a level footing with the 
Isle of Man, Channel Islands, Ireland (both north & south) and Continental 
Europe, where that authority is already in place. 
  
That manifesto is now to be found at www.msauk.org/manifesto however more 
importantly the MSA has prepared a petition which requires as many participants 
in UK motorsport (in whatever capacity) to sign please do so this is vital this can 
be found at www.petition.co.uk/msa   
  

 

 
 

Professional Tuition That Gets Results! 
 

Gloucester, Cheltenham & Forest of Dean 

0800 1690 277 
Confirmed High Pass Rate                     Discounts Available 

One to One Tuition               Hourly to Intensive Courses 
Gift Voucher & Loyalty Bonus Schemes 
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MSA Publications. 

 
(Should you not have internet access and would like to see the 
publications referred to below, please leave a message for the 

Newsletter Editor at the Clubhouse.)   
 

In addition to the MSA’s long running ‘e-wheels’,  the MSA are now producing a 
monthly newsletter.  Link below. 

�
http://www.msauk.org/uploadedfiles/newsletter/MSA_News_01_0410.pdf 

 
And then there is the MSA’s ‘GoMotorsport’ (link below).  Through 
GoMotorsport I recently (and indirectly)  heard from Michelle Beverley-Jones 
who is … well ….. here’s some of her own words   
 
“…… surprised by how many ladies would love to get involved in the sport but either don’t know where to 
start or are a bit put off by the predominant “maleness” of the sport, I have therefore decided to promote 
“ladies only” track time giving any girl “petrol head” the opportunity to enjoy putting her car through its paces 
without any male egos at close hand to intimidate them, we would be happy to offer some instruction too 
which in turn would give them confidence to move on to competition …”.  
 
Yes, well that’s quite enough of that (only joking� ) …. suffice to say that Michelle is having 
a Press Day at Castle Combe on Friday 21st May to promote their ‘ladies only’ track days.  If 
you are interested in finding out more please contact her at 
michelle@purplemmotorsport.com. 

 
http://www.gomotorsport.net/ 

 
Below is a link to the latest copy of e-Wheels.  Note the MSA’s new logo 

and I also understand that the ‘Blue Book’ is now available online. 
 

http://www.msauk.org/site/cms/contentCategoryView.asp?category=509 
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CMC Meets the Record Breaking Steam Car!! 
 

On the evening of Thursday 22nd April, Rotary Club of Cheltenham North had 
arranged ‘An Evening with The British Steam Car Team’ at the Hatherley Manor 
Hotel.  The picture below shows Craig Cameron easing himself into the cockpit of 
the car (called ‘Inspiration’) watched by Ewan Hopes and Dave Gregory. 
 
Thanks to long standing CMC member/Rotarian Mike Stevens,  the Club was able 
to put up and man a display stand.  The stand attracted a considerable amount of 
attention and the President of Rotary Club of Cheltenham North, Mr Richard 
Purdon, gave us a good plug during his opening speech. We are very grateful to 
Mike for arranging access for us.   
 
We were able to sit in on the hour long presentation by the team, including a 40 
minute or so talk by Don Wales who drove the car to take the Land Speed Record 
for a steam car over a measured kilometre.  Don Wales is the nephew of the 
legendary Donald Campbell, and grandson of Sir Malcolm. Don holds 11 land 
speed records, nine in his electric car "Bluebird" and two with the British Steam 
Car Team.   
 
Also present was one of the major players involved with bringing F1 style karting 
to Cheltenham.  Chairman Kevin and a couple of other club members had a good 
chat with him.   
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KarParts Cheltenham Ltd 
Supplier of Motor Spares and 

Accessories 
 

Stockist of  
Morris Golden Film Classic  

monograde engine oil 
 

Brake Pipes and  
Number Plates – Made to order 

 

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 
Call Mike Patel on 

01242 572638  
 

or visit his shop at 
70 Tennyson Road,  

St Marks, Cheltenham. 
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Award Winning Traditional 
Window Cleaning & Gardening Service 

 

·  WINDOW CLEANING.  Award winning traditional 
window cleaning. 10% discount for OAPs and the Disabled. 

 

·  GRASS CUTTING.  Weekly, fortnightly lawn mowing 
service (all waste taken away). 

 

·  HIGH PRESSURE CLEANING.  Make your Patios, 
conservatories roofs, paths and driveways look like new. 

 

·  GARDEN MAINTENANCE.  A complete gardening 
service throughout the year.  Weed Control, turfing, leaf clearing 

for residential and commercial. 
 

·  DOMESTIC CLEANING.  CRB & Police checked. 
Reliable and trustworthy service tailored to your specific 

requirements. 
 
ALL WORK UNDERTAKEN IS FULLY INSURED 

Member of the Federation of Small Businesses and 
Federation of Window Cleaners. 

 
No matter how large or small, give John a call for the complete  

Cleaning & Gardening service that is tailored around you. 
 

01242 519471     07970 613984 
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The following ‘regular’ events happen at Cheltenham Motor Club.  
If any of them take your fancy then call in on the appropriate 
nights or call the Club on 01242 522590 and ask to speak to a 

member from the particular group you are interested in. 
Every 3rd Monday – Car Committee followed by 
‘Torque Motors’.  See ‘What’s on at CMC’ below.  
Every 2nd and 4th Monday – Management 
Committee.   

Mondays 

Every other Monday – Scramble Club.  
Last Tuesday.  Cotswold Motorsport Group.  Back 
bar unavailable during this meeting. 
American Cars  Drag Racing Street Racing 

Tuesdays 

Ladies Darts League 

Last Wednesday.  Bredon Autograss Club. 
Wednesdays 

Mens Darts League 

Thursdays Cheltenham Home Guard Motorcycle Club 

Fridays 
3rd Friday is a car related event.  Either a round of 
the Tony Brewer Summer Series or the Pete 
Singfield 12 Car Series.  

Saturdays Occasional social events.  

Quiz League Sundays 
Free pool for members. 
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As well as the website at www.cheltmc.com the Motor Club now has 
its own ‘facebook’ group.   

 
For all you facebookers out there logon and find Cheltenham Motor 
Club – Driving Motorsport to you.  Thanks to Craig Cameron for 

getting that up and running.  At the time of writing the page has 70 
fans. 

 

What’s on at Cheltenham Motor Club. 

Sun 
9th May 

Formula 1 at CMC.  Club open from 1230.  F1 races the 
Club will open for over the next couple of months are 
on May 16 and 30th and June13th and  27th.  See page 5 
for full details.  

Mon 
17th May 

If you’re interested in motoring/motorsport come along 
to Car Committee for an 8.00pm start and then its 
‘Torque Motors’/Driving Motor Sport To You. 

Fri 21st 
May 

Round 1 of the Tony Brewer Summer Series. 
Precise driving test.  See elsewhere in this Newsletter 
for details of other rounds.  

Fri 18th 
June 

Round 2 of the Tony Brewer Summer Series.  Autotest. 
See elsewhere in this Newsletter for details of other 
rounds.  

Mon 21st 
June 

If you’re interested in motoring/motorsport come along 
to Car Committee for an 8.00pm start and then its 
‘Torque Motors’/Driving Motor Sport To You. 

The Stock Car racing visit has now been discussed by Car 
Committee and it looks like it will be in October or November and 

will be to one of the Stock Car F1 events at Coventry Stadium.   
There is still no firm date for the Brooklands trip.  Do watch out 
for details of possible future trips to ‘Racing Legends’ at Bourton 

on Water and Gaydon Motor Museum 
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What’s on elsewhere. 

Sun 10th May CMSG Craven Stage Rally.CMSG Craven Stage 
Rally.  CANCELLED 

Sat 29th May CMSG EMCOS Stage Rally, Down Ampney. 

Sat 12th June Car-nival, Sprint & Solo, Abingdon. Dolphin MC 

Sun 13th June CAR-nival, Stage Rally, Abingdon.   (Historic) 

Sat 26th June CMSG Stage Rally, Cirencester CC 

Sat 10th July Ross Traders Road Rally 

Sat 17th July CMSG Azimghur Stage Rally, Colerne.  Bath 
MC. 

  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Email Contacts 
General Enquiries cmc@cheltmc.com 

Chief Marshal cmc_marshal@cheltmc.com 
Newsletter Editor news@chetmc.com 

Social and Bar beer@cheltmc.com 

Club Archives.  Newsletter Editor Phil Cork reports …… 

… my apologies to Les Sanderson who first suggested including a ‘From the Archives’ section in the 
Newsletter.  For the last few issues I’ve had enough information from the present let alone the past to fill the 
pages.  I really will find some space in the next issue for something from the archives.  I’d also like to than 
Dennis and Angie Stones for handing over to the club various local and national motorsport related 
documents going back to the late 70’s, including an Information Pack for the 1978 Lombard RAC Rally.  
Again, I hope to include something from these in future newsletters.   

I also know that Richard Clayton the club webmaster is after some info on some of our earlier events to put 
on the website. So, time to have a root round in your attics and scrapbooks and see if you have anything (in 
any format!) on the following events  

Down Ampney Single Venue Stages - 10 April 1993 
Single Venue Stages - 30 March 1991 

Cotswold Fabrications Stages Rally - 2 April 1988 
Cotswold Motor Sport Stages Rally – 1985 

ATS Western Stages 1984 
Stage Rally Multi-venue  AutoTune Stages - 2 July 1988 Halloween Stages - 31 Oct 1987 
Road Rally  Stoate & Bishop Thunderball Rally October 1985 and 18/19 October 1986 
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Software “tuning” for my first Event in 2010 by Graham Ford. 
 
I own a 295bhp Lotus 7 and I normally start my season in early May at the 
Wessex sprint at Colerne.  This year I decided to try and get one in early with an 
event in late March, the Great Western Sprint at Castle Combe on 27th March.  
Remember the days of juggling weber jets and emulsion tubes?  Well my 
preparations in 2010 were nothing like that....... 
 
With no major engine or gearbox mods over the winter 27th March should have 
been doable.   I booked the last two weeks in March off to get the car ready.  My 
engine guru (and software developer) Steve Broughton at SBD threw the spanner 
in the works by announcing a major software revision for both the engine ECU 
and the paddle shift gearbox ECU in mid February.  The purpose of this revision 
was to introduce traction control which I’m not too fussed about so I could have 
ignored this and continued with last year’s code.  I thought about this but soon 
realised that all new development would be with the new software version so if I 
stuck with the old I’d get no benefit from any other developments from here on.  
So I bit the bullet and decided to go with the new code.   
 
As far as the hardware goes the major change to implement traction control (TC) 
was a change in the way that the software knows you’ve left the line and puts the 
engine ECU into Launch Control (LC) mode.   This had been done to make future 
wiring looms cheaper by removing two relays and doing more of the work in the 
software.  With a new loom last year the last thing I wanted was to change it for 
this year (with 6 weeks notice).    So my data logging guru (Steve Hurst from 
GWR motorsport) and I sat down with the customary four laptops (one each for 
engine ECU, gearbox ECU, data logger/dashboard and power module) and tried to 
work out a way of mimicking the new loom using the current dashboard’s input 
and outputs.  We cracked it with no extra wires and minimal hardware mods. 
 
So we were go for 27th March.  Then Steve B (that’s Broughton from SBD, 
following this?) threw another spanner in the works.  He was going testing at 
Curborough and did I want to go as well?  Trouble is it was 16th March so I’d lost 
10 days from my build schedule.  I changed my leave to a week earlier.  The build 
went well so I headed off to Curborough bright and early 16th March.  There were 
only four cars; mine, the SBD Westfield which this year is running the same 
gearbox and paddle shift as mine, Steve’s SBD OMS single seater with a 340bhp 
supercharged Hyabusa engine and another Hyabusa engined OMS, so we had lots 
of time for multiple lapped runs.   
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As well as the SBD guys there were four engineers from MBE in Cirencester who 
build the ECU’s and write the code to implement what Steve wants.  I did a couple 
of runs to settle everything in then stopped to check the car was OK.  We then 
spent the rest of the day tweaking software settings and thrashing round the track 
to check the effects, deliberately giving it too much out of Fradley hairpin to try 
and provoke slides.  After the normal clinical dedication to getting a fast time (or 
in my case fastest over the finishing line) it was nice to get it sliding on purpose.   
 
All told I must have done over 60 laps of Curborough, probably more miles than I 
did all season last year which is odd to think about. 
 
So to Castle Combe.  It was a cold day and drizzling when I left Cheltenham at 
06:30.  I was hoping it would clear up as I drove south but it didn’t really want to 
despite a forecast of a dry morning and perhaps rain in the afternoon.   
 
The format was 1¾ laps, starting from the pit exit and then finishing after the 
second chicane on the second lap, practice which is normally two goes at the 
course was one go of 2¾ laps.  With a 6 litre tank I was half concerned about 
running out of petrol on the third lap, how embarrassing would that have been? 
 
For the practice run the track was damp and I got some horrendous bogging down 
off the line, I dropped the clutch, got too much wheel spin and then the engine 
virtually cut out, it slowed then kicked off again then repeated the same.  I took off 
out of the pit lane like a kangaroo.  Sadly (well actually luckily for me) on the 
second lap the marshals were on the track with the red flags as the car who started 
after me had gone off backwards into the tyres on the exit from the first chicane on 
his first lap.  So I nipped back into the paddock, brimmed the tank again, juggled 
with some TC and LC settings and rejoined the queue.  The second start was as 
bad but I got the whole 2¾ laps this time (with fuel left at the end). 
 
We then spent an hour analysing the logging and it was clear that the traction 
control was kicking in while the launch control was operating and killing the 
engine because it could see wheel spin.  So three choices; juggle settings, launch 
without LC or turn TC off.  The first was an option but I had no idea what to try as 
it hadn’t happened in testing, the second was out as it needed driving skills to get 
off the line rather than software, so off went the TC. 
 
First timed run was just before lunch.  I set off, no bogging but a bit too much 
wheelspin this time, the car launched OK but when the LC ran out, and with no 
TC, the tyres lit up and the car turned sharp left towards the tyre wall, then right 
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across the track, a severe dab of oppo (thanks Troy) and we were off.    Half way 
through the second lap it started spitting with rain but not enough to slow me 
down.  Back in the paddock and it just chucked it down.  Being a good sportsman 
my first thoughts were I hope my fellow class competitors had got a dry run before 
it rained (NOT!)  
 
I was all for packing up and going home at this time.  Even if I I’d wanted a 
second timed run there was zero chance of getting a better time than the first.  The 
track was soaked, rivers of water were running across the track and there were 
grey clouds everywhere.  I decided to hang around but only so I didn’t get wet 
packing up......  Then it all seemed to clear up and the track began to dry, 
miraculous. 
 
The second run was better off the line but still a bit damp so discretion got the 
better of me and I backed off on the straights and got a time a fraction slower than 
the first.  The logging overleaf shows how little time I was on full throttle even on 
the dryer lap, more brave pills needed. 
 

Some stats: 
Fastest speed 134mph at 8000rpm in 6th into Avon Rise on the  

second (flying) lap 
 

32 gear changes and I only touched the clutch pedal once 
 

Best time 149.4 secs for 1¾ laps (with 8.9Mb of logging – see per run) 
 
So do I miss the days of main jets and air correctors for tuning?  Not a bit of it. 
The software tuning side of today’s motorsport is just as interesting.  Plus it all 
comes attached to emails, try doing that with an emulsion tube. 
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The printout below shows some of the data available from the logger.  Some 200 separate items are logged at up to 25 
times per second.  This can be used  for fault finding or for example, comparing a fast run with a slow one to see where 

time is lost.  It is of course also useful for monitoring stuff that is happening too fast to look at on a gauge when travelling 
at 130mph! 

 

 


