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Chairman’s report. 
 

Welcome to the all new CMC Newsletter which can now rightfully 
be called a magazine. Many thanks to Phil C for editing and 
changing the lay-out and to the old and new business advertisers for 
their support.  I feel it is very important to keep this form of 
communication alive, so if you have been out and about competing, 
marshalling or just have a story to tell, please tell Phil about it. 
 
On the motorsport front I am very busy arranging "Pistons in the 
Prom" on the 12th September. I have a very good selection of 
vehicles used in motorsport which will be on display.  If you are 
about in town on the 12th September CMC members will be in the 
Prom Cheltenham from 9:00 to 4:30 so please stop by and say hello 
…. and don’t forget to tell your friends about it. 
 

Despite the recession the CMC bar is still doing very well, so thank 
you for your support. 
 
Regards 
Kevin Smith 
Chairman, Cheltenham Motor Club. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Brooklands visit. 
 

One of our members is organising a trip to The Brooklands Museum in 
Surrey.  Brooklands was the birthplace of British motorsport and was also 
the home of the Vickers aircraft factory. 
 

Come and see the famous banked track, the nostalgia of those Bentleys, 
MGs and Sunbeams hammering around.  Sigh for a whiff of exhaust and 
Castrol ‘R’.  Imagine those days when racing drivers were real men and 
their women were worried! 
 

Based on 15 people attending, the trip will cost about £24.00.  A few 
more names are need so if you are interested please contact me at 
news@cheltmc.com or call the clubhouse on 01242 522590. 
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Club Member Profiles 

Club member Craig Cameron is putting together a portfolio of members 
profiles to be used on the website and in club archives.  To enable us to do 
this we ask you to send in a profile of yourself, your motorsport activities 
and some pictures. Car pix could be an older photo, a newer/present photo 
and … something car related but completely different!!  Photos of you 
marshalling also wanted. Please send as many pics as you can manage and 
please give them captions.  The more pics/info (car spec etc) the better! 
Whatever your sport eg  motocross, drag racing, rallying, sprinting, auto 
grass, trials etc please tell us about it in words and pictures.  This is open to 
all members and it doesn’t matter if you have competed or marshalled locally 
or nationally …. please tell us about it.  Please submit anything you can to 
craigc@cheltmc.com. 

   

Ed’s note. Following a recent suggestion by Les Sanderson that I include an 
‘Archive’ article from previous newsletters I’ve been looking through the 
Club archives.  ‘From the Archives’ will be a feature in future copies but for 
now I only have space to include the following from the November 1979 
CMC Newsletter.   From Scrapbook to eProfiles in 30 years.  It’s a funny old 
world. 

SCRAPBOOK 

As you may or may not be aware, the club has several scrapbooks recording 
any snippets of interest involving the club since the year dot. 

Well I now have the honour of looking after the aforementioned scrapbooks 
and keeping the present one up to date.  As such I would appreciate any 
snippets, snaps or articles which you think should be kept for posterity.  So 
have a good look around your home and see if you can help. 

If you can help, please leave the article/snap at the Motor Club addressed to 
me and I will collect it.  Happy hunting and thanks in advance. 

Paul Platten 
SCRAPBOOK EDITOR 
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Tony Brewer Summer Series 

Congratulations to Dave Gregory who drove his road car (Peugeot 307) to victory on 
the Round 3 Autotest. Just goes to show anything will do. However. he was very very 
closely followed by Ewan Hopes.   Ewan losing to Dave by just 1 second!!  

Mark was certainly showing Megan how it was done ;-)Dave managed to hold off and 
once again beating son Chris but it’s getting closer :-) Megan f ighting for the gir ls 
proved that maybe they can drive and can even beat some of the boys :-o Grahams 
tactical strategy of running light with low amounts of fuel proved not to pay off after the 
car cut out several times during the event. Chris is begining to look threatening, slowly 
moving up the leader board. Jeremy Cooper seems to be loosing his touch. 2 wrong tests 
seemed to be the cause. Geoff is new to autotesting and in fact motorsport, however he 
enjoyed the event and is looking forward to the next one.  

1 - Dave Gregory, 2 - Ewan Hopes, 3 - Mark Davis. 4 - Dave Fairweather  
5 - Megan Davis 6 - Graham Ford 7 - Chris Fairweather 8 - Jeremy Cooper 9 – Geoff 
 
Round 4 of the series was also an autotest with 11 entries.  Rorke McLean, Jeremy 
Cooper and Mark Davis took the first 3 places.  A full report and table showing current 
positions will appear in the next newsletter.  Thanks to Rorke for these photo’s of 
Jeremy Cooper in action.  A video of the event will be available at the Car Night on 
Monday 16th November. 

      
 

The 5th and final round of the summer series will be a scatter to be held on 
Friday 18th September. Details are as follows:  Sign on from 6.45pm  at the 
Club.   Plotting will take place at the club before a 15 minute run out to the 
start with first car starting at 8.00pm. The scatter will consist of 16 points 
denoted by map reference, of which a maximum of 75% (12) to be visited 
that will count towards your score. The plots will have different points value 
depending on distance from the start and or plotting complexity. There will 
be a strict time limit of 2 hours, competitors finishing after this time will be 
given 1 fail. The least distance covered will be used in the event of a tie.  
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Email Contacts 
General Enquiries cmc@cheltmc.com 

Chief Marshal cmc_marshal@cheltmc.com 
Newsletter Editor news@chetmc.com 
Social and Bar beer@cheltmc.com 

�

The Greatest Race? 
�
After twenty years of attending the ‘world’s greatest motor race’, 
the Le Mans 24 hours, I finally found it a bit of a chore. With the 
lack of potential outright winning entries from British drivers and 
more importantly manufacturers coupled with the fact that it just 
seemed to be more difficult and expensive to go I looked around for 
something else.  
 
Ah, now my brother is living in the U.S. at the moment and there is 
the small matter of the Indianapolis 500 only a six hour drive from 
his place, really close in American terms! Our cousins across the 
pond would have us all believe that this is the ‘greatest’ race so I 
thought this year I would find out for myself. Amazingly it is not 
much more expensive than going to Le Mans even with a 
transatlantic flight. But is it the greatest race?  
 
Well it certainly is very impressive and the statistics are staggering 
with qualifying laps around 225 mph and the whole race average at 
150 mph including pit stops and yellow flag periods. When you first 
see the cars come off the banked corners and head towards you it is 
mind blowing but the brain is funny thing, even without a drink, and 
it soon seems normal.  
 
With a seat right in front of the pit lane entrance we witnessed 
several huge accidents one of which just entered the pit before it 
stopped, two drivers were hospitalised but only temporarily. At $90 
this was a bargain certainly compared to most Europe based grand 
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prix. The grandstand where everyone gets an allocated seat can hold 
257,000 people and if you include the infield the circuit can 
accommodate 400,000. 
 
It was great to be able to support the British drivers in particular 
Dario Franchitti who led for a total of 50 laps and Dan Wheldon 
who finished second behind the Brazilian Hélio Castroneves. At Le 
Mans this year we had Scot Allan McNish finish 3rd with a German 
team. The top British team, Aston Martin, were 13th overall with 
two home grown drivers and a Dutchman. 
 
On balance the Indy 500 was a fantastic event to attend, the sheer 
scale of it and the speed are spectacular and it certainly has the 
history equal of any motor race in the world. What it lacks over Le 
Mans is the diversity of machinery, the innovation and character.  
 
All cars having the same chassis, engine and tyres does make for 
closer racing but it does not offer the variety of interest. However 
one great point to be made is that a woman has been given the 
opportunity to race in a competitive car. Danica Patrick almost took 
the lead in the closing laps but could not quite find the speed, 
finishing in third place making her the top American! 
 
In summary both races are ‘great’ and I suggest, if you have petrol 
in your veins, I recommend you go to them make your own mind 
up! 
 
Rich Smith 
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And now for something completely different …… 
 
Question.  What you get when you cross a Citroen 2CV bread van with a 
Ferrari??? 
 

 
 
Answer.  A 180mph bread van that can accelerate from 0-60mph in less than 
5 seconds!!  All yours for £150,000. 
 
From bread van to ………..a  chip van! (Well, vegetable oil van.)  
 

 
  
Liz and I saw the car outside the home of true eco warrior Buzz Knapp-
Fisher in a little village outside Fishguard.  This car is a 1971 Ford and is 
‘carbon neutral’.  It runs on a combination of used chip fat and water!!    
How much is worth?  Priceless!! 
 
And finally ……….  The Gloucestershire  Echo recently reported a motorist 
was caught speeding in his 1923 Model T Ford.  A speed camera recorded 
the car travelling at 35mph in a 30mph zone.  Unfortunately the car is so 
dated it doesn’t have a speedometer!!   The 67 year old driver decided to take 
his case to court and as well as the 3 points and £60 fine he lost the case and 
had to pay a further £138 in court costs!! 
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Award Winning Traditional 
Window Cleaning & Gardening Service 

 

·  WINDOW CLEANING.  Award winning traditional 
window cleaning. 10% discount for OAPs and the Disabled. 

 

·  GRASS CUTTING.  Weekly, fortnightly lawn mowing 
service (all waste taken away). 

 

·  HIGH PRESSURE CLEANING.  Make your Patios, 
conservatories roofs, paths and driveways look like new. 

 

·  GARDEN MAINTENANCE.  A complete gardening 
service throughout the year.  Weed Control, turfing, leaf clearing 

for residential and commercial. 
 

·  DOMESTIC CLEANING.  CRB & Police checked. 
Reliable and trustworthy service tailored to your specific 

requirements. 
 
ALL WORK UNDERTAKEN IS FULLY INSURED 

Member of the Federation of Small Businesses and 
Federation of Window Cleaners. 

 
No matter how large or small, give John a call for the complete  

Cleaning & Gardening service that is tailored around you. 
 

01242 519471     07970 613984 
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Club History  

In response to the appeal for information from Ann Chidley in the last 
newsletter, CMC member Vic Cole kindly dug out a list of previous 
landlords back to 1830 (that's before some of our older members were 
born :-).  Ann has asked me to pass on her thanks. 

The Crown Inn, Upper Park Street  
 

1830-1843  Charlotte Williams  
1856   Henry Humphris  
1857-1881  Andrew Hambling  
1881-1896  Mrs Sophia Hambling  
1896-1898  Reginald Frederick West  
1898-1903  Richard Frank Smith  
1903   Rosa Hogg  
1903-1906  Edward Hogg (brother)  
1906-1911  Charles Baker  
1911-1930  Herbert John Sache (Ann Chidley's relative)  
1930-1953  Frederick Thomas Robbins  
1953-1959  Leslie Henry Hicks  
1959-1986  Raymond Ernest Green  
1986-1990  Desmond John Boucher  
1990-1993  Ian John Philips  
1993-2000  Vivian Smith  
2000-date  Cheltenham Motor Club  

 

OK …. The following article could have appeared in an earlier newsletter …. 
but better late than never!! 

BMW Advertising 
Each year WCRS (BMW's advertising agency) produces a tactical April 
Fool's day advert which appears in the broadsheet press on April 1st only.   
The April Fool's day concepts are designed to teeter on the verge of 
credibility, therefore taking in scores of slightly less vigilant readers. The 
concepts tend to focus on a new and revolutionary piece of technology from 
BMW, yet push the idea just beyond the plausible.  
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The tongue- in-cheek adverts take exactly the same format as all non-spoof 
BMW adverts, hence it is down to the reader to notice the difference between 
the plausible and the non-plausible.   April Fool's day adverts have become a 
BMW tradition primarily aimed at BMW drivers as a once-a-year 
opportunity for them to drop their guard and have a laugh at themselves. 
They have all the wit generic to many of BMW's brand adverts and allow the 
intelligent owner to feel part of the BMW tradition. The ideas in the past 
have covered a range of themes and ideas to test the credulous and humour 
the knowing:  

The new in-cabin Klimatabeiter Climate Control System (KCCS), which - 
supposedly - can recreate any of the world's 23 registered climates inside 
your BMW and comes as standard in BMW 7 Series models.  

The 'Toot and Calm Horn' (T.C.H.) system, which creates a noise that 
manages to calm, rather than aggravate the other driver so reducing the risk 
of road rage.  

Other ideas have included remote control gadgets worthy of James Bond, 
with windscreen wipers on the esteemed BMW badge and insect-repellent 
windscreens! For 2009?  BMW Magnetic Tow Technology!! See below. 

 
“Why burn your fuel, when you can burn someone else’s?  BMW Magnetic 
Tow Technology (MTT) is the ultimate in BMW Efficient Dynamics, 
designed and engineered by BMW’s Head of Innovation Herr Noitt All.  
This ingenious new system locks on to the car in front via an enhanced 
magnetic beam.   
 
Once your BMW is attached your are free to release your foot from the 
accelerator and turn off your engine.  The vehicle in front will then ‘do the 
pulling’ without noticing any change in manoeuvrability.  When turning off 
MTT we suggest a courteous flick of the headlights to let the obliging driver 
in front know you are leaving”  (Ed’s Note … Nice one BMW!!) 
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What’s on at Cheltenham Motor Club. 

Sat 12th 
Sep 

Pistons in the Prom 
09.00-16.30. 

 
and an 

 
Evening Quiz 

£1 per person to enter. 
5 max per team. 

Beer prize for winning 
team. 

To promote the club we will 
have a manned display stand 
and a selection of cars and 

motorcycles on display in the 
Prom throughout the day.  In 
the evening there will be a 

quiz in the Motor Club 
organised by Rosemary the 

Club’s Social Rep. 

Fri 18th 
Sep 

Summer Series Scatter. 
Sign on from 6.45pm. 

See Summer Series info 
above.  Maps and Roamers 

available from CMC. 
Mon 21st 

Sep Car Night @ CMC From 8.30pm.  All members 
welcome. 

Fri 16th 
Oct 

CMC 12 Car Round 1. Sign on at the Club by 
7.15pm. 

Sun 18th 
Oct 

Brazilian F1 GP. 

This is the penultimate round 
of the F1 championship and 
coverage starts at 5.00pm.  
The clubhouse will be open 
from 4.30pm.  Come along 
and support your favourite 

driver/team. 
 

 
 

Click here for the latest copy of the MSA’s eWheels. 
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The following ‘regular’ events happen at Cheltenham Motor Club.  
If any of them take your fancy then call in on the appropriate 
nights or call the Club on 01242 522590 and ask to speak to a 

member from the particular group you are interested in. 
Every 3rd Monday – Car Night @ CMC 
8.00-9.00pm Car Committee followed by Car Night. 
See separate entry for programme for the remainder 
of this year.  Committee and Car night open to all 
members and potential members. 
Every 2nd and 4th Monday – Management 
Committee.   

Mondays 

Every other Monday – Scramble Club. (24th Aug, 7th 
and 21st  Sept, 5th and 19th Oct. 
Last Tuesday.  Cotswold Motorsport Group.  Back 
bar unavailable during this meeting. 
American Cars  Drag Racing Street Racing 

Tuesdays 

Ladies Darts League (Starts September 9th) 

Last Wednesday.  Bredon Autograss Club. 
Wednesdays 

Mens Darts League (Starts September 9th) 

Thursdays Cheltenham Home Guard Motorcycle Club 

Fridays 
3rd Friday is a car related event.  Either a round of 
the Tony Brewer Summer Series or the Pete 
Singfield 12 Car Series.  

Saturdays Occasional social events.  

Quiz League (Starts 4th October)  Sundays 
Free pool for members. 
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Cheltenham Motor Club Car Committee ‘Car Night’. 
We’re looking for a catchy name for ‘Car Night’.   

Suggestions (suitable for the newsletter) are  
‘Pistons in the Pub’, ‘Let’s Torque Cars’,  

‘Motor Torque’, ‘Torque Motorsport’ and ‘Torque Motors’.  

Mon 21st Sept 
An introduction to rally navigation.  A hands on evening.   
If it’s all new to you come along and find out how it’s done. 
If you’ve done it before come along for a refresher. 

Mon 19th Oct Marshall training.  If it’s all new to you come along and find out 
how it’s done …. and if you think you’ve heard it all before  
come and see how much you’ve forgotten!! 

Mon 16th Nov DVD Night.  Come along for some motorsport action. 
Mon 21st Dec Motoring Quiz. 

 

 

What’s on elsewhere.   

Date Event Info 

Sat 5th Sept Bullnose Rally. Endurance Rally organised by 
Oxford Motor Club. 

Sat 5th Sept Woodpecker Stage 
Rally 

Ludlow Racecourse.  60 and 
Worcester Motor Club. 

Sat 19th Sept Rally Day Castle Coombe. 

Sat19th Sept CMSG Autosolo Chepstow.  Bristol Pegasus MC 
Sun 20th 

Sept 
Aviva MSA Classic 

Rally 
Early morning marshals required at 

Pittville Pump Room. 
Fri 25th Sept CMSG Roadsport R4 Bath MC 

Sun 27th 
Sept 

CMSG Autosolo Strensham.  Ross & DMC 

Sun 27th 
Sept 

CMSG Patriot Stages Caerwent (Historic Rally) 

Sat 24th Oct CMSG Autosolo Finmere.  Oxford MC. 
Fri 30th Oct CMSG Roadsport R5 Ross & DMC. 
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