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Chairman’s report. 
 

Earlier this year I had a phone call from Penny Deal, the Operational Manager for 
International Motor Sport which is part of the MSA. She asked me if I would consider the 
role of Assistant Clerk of the Course on the forthcoming MSA Classic Car Run on the 3rd 
October. As you can imagine it took some thinking about!  
 
My role on this event will be to ensure the smooth running of the Castle Combe start and 
various check points along the way. After a couple of laps of Castle Combe circuit 
participants, all 121 of them, will head off to Williams’ F1 Museum at Didcot, then to 
Prodrive Museum at Banbury. They will finish at Rockingham Motor Speedway near 
Corby.  
 
I have all the venues covered for marshals but I need course opening and course closing car 
teams. I will split the route up into shorter sections so no one will have to drive the whole 
150 mile route. You will also have time to look around the venues. If you would like to 
volunteer give me a call or email me at kev@cheltmc.com. 
 
CMC’s first Wheel-Ale Festival will be on 18th September and should be a sell-out. With 
many vis itors attending the festival who are new to the club we will be able to show what 
activit ies go on during the year. This will be an ideal opportunity to promote the diverse 
motor sport groups that meet at the club house. See you there. 
 
Kevin  Smith 
Chairman, Cheltenham Motor Club.  
 
 

John Morris.  1943-2010.  RIP. 
 

If you didn’t know John from the Motor Club but live in the Cheltenham 
area or see the Gloucestershire Echo you will probably have been familiar 
with his political activit ies.  You may well also have seen his picture in the 
paper.  Sadly, John died on August 5th age 67.   There is nothing I can add 
to what has already been reported in ‘The Echo’ in terms of John's political 
life and his interests.   
 
At Cheltenham Motor Club his passing cannot go without acknowledging 
his long standing membership, including time as an officer of the club.   
Latterly he was a ‘regular’ on a Friday night with a group of his friends.   
Our thoughts are with his family and those who were close to him. 
 
Phil Cork 
CMC Newsletter Editor 
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You’ve seen the picture on the front cover … now read all about! 
A great article by Club Member Chris Rice. 

 
This year I’m attempting to retain the REIS MSA National Asphalt Rally 
Championship Group N Trophy that I won last year ….. more by default than by 
competitive performance. 
 
This year at least I have some equal competition in the class in the form of RAF 
Sergeant Chris Daykin and his RAF Typhoon Rally team liveried similar Subaru 
Impreza. 
 
The opening round of the Championship, the Tour of Epynt was very short lived 
indeed, getting off to a flying start on only the first few miles of the first stage 
before the main-shaft of the gearbox sheared clean in half leaving us with no 
drive. 
 
The next round, the Manx National Rally, saw mechanical failure even sooner 
into the first stage with a rear driveshaft snapping only 500m in!  By locking the 
electronic centre differential, we were able to drive through the stage without 
dropping too much time. On the road section we frantically phoned every 
contact we could think of to try and source a driveshaft, knowing it was one of 
the few spares not carried in my trusty Landrover. We limped through the 
second stage in a similar fashion to the first, dropping some time.  
 
When we arrived at the management service point after stage two, Graham Ford, 
who was kindly serving for us, had not been fruitful in scrounging a shaft either. 
Scratching my head as to who might have Subaru driveshaft, I approached 
David Hardie who runs and open class N12 shape Impreza. Upon consulting his 
service crew, none other than TEG Sport’s Stuart Newby, it was agreed that the 
heavy duty newage shaft would fit the earlier shape Impreza but that if I broke it 
I would be liable for a £1000 driveshaft! The borrowed shaft was quickly fitted 
by Graham and I, and the remainder of Friday evening’s stages were completed.  
 
As we progressed through the rest of the event trying not to disappoint the 
contingent of Chelt MC supporters who had made the trip to the Isle of Man to 
spectate as reported in the last Newsletter.  The car was going well, the tyres 
were working well, but the brakes were suffering with the pads leaving heavy 
deposits of material on the disk causing a lot of judder through the pedal and 
steering; continued efforts to clean them with a mop on an angle grinder were 
futile.  
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On the penultimate stage of the National event we were entered in, something 
again broke in the transmission, manifesting itself as loss of drive.  This was 
overcome to a large degree by locking the centre differential.  
 
As we proceeded through the stage however the transmission was starting to cry 
“enough” and to add to our woes we had picked up a rear puncture. By the time 
we arrived at the finish of the stage we had not actually dropped too much time 
but it was evident that the car was going no further. A front shaft had come 
detached from the gearbox and there was gear oil everywhere. 
 
As we despondently waited for Graham to come and collect us - something 
which seems to be an ongoing theme on the Manx, an event I have failed to 
finish in three attempts - my co-driver Nick Chapman realised that having 
completed the mileage of the National B event we had actually done enough to 
score points for the Championship. 
 
From the Manx it was back up to my current base in Motherwell, Scotland 
where I had befriended Kevin Ross who had kindly agreed to let me use his 
workshop facilities to store and prep the car ready for the Jim Clark National 
Rally – the only condition being that I co-drive for him on the Jim Clark Reivers 
rally on the Sunday! 
 
So after changing the gearbox, accidentally blowing up the ECU but eventually 
getting the car ready, we got off to a good start on the event catching and 
passing the Honda Civic of Ross Hunter on stage two. 
 
Problems began on the first run of the Eccles stage arriving at the finish control 
with an oil temperature of 133°C, a water temperature of 125°C and a brake 
pedal which went to the floor! On the road section the brake pedal recovered but 
the water temp did not. After letting the engine cool it was topped up with water 
carried for the intercooler water sprayer and some sourced from a nearby house. 
We proceeded gingerly through the next stage having dropped 12 mins of road 
time incurring 2 mins of penalties. 
 
A return to Eccles followed service.  Uunfortunately about half a mile before 
Dom Buckey’s Chris was caught out by a slippery 6right, 6left, 6right 
understeering into a ditch where we would remain for around 9 mins until, with 
the help of spectators, the car was eventually freed. 
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Again it was the penultimate stage which proved our downfall and as front 
driveshaft failed a mile into the stage we found a safe place to pull up and called 
it a day. 
 
The next event for Chris was to be the ALMC Stages based just north of Dublin 
co-driven on this event by Bernard Mc. Sweeny from Cork. 
 
The game plan for this event was just to take it steady, get the car to the finish 
and try to bag some much needed points for the Championship – and it worked! 
 
We put in steady performances on all of the stages and gradually built up the 
pace as confidence in the car returned. The Carbone Lorraine brake pads I was 
using for the first time were working well in the slippery conditions.  Besides 
the bolts holding the prop-shaft to the diff coming a little loose, we didn’t have 
to lay a spanner on the car all day. 
 
We got some good TV coverage of the event filmed by Wayne at MC Video and 
broadcast on Motors TV last week. This can be viewed on YouTube here: 
http://www.youtube.com/view_play_list?p=FDB21335E6121BA0 with our in-
car towards the end of the programme. 
 
The next event, the Mewla National Rally, is this weekend (29th Aug) and I’m 
hoping for continued reliability and another good haul of points. 
 
Following that I have an entry in for the Patriot stages at Caerwent where I will 
be navigated by none other then Chelt MC’s very own Craig Cameron – cheers 
Craig and Stu! 
 
Assuming I am then still in with a shout of winning the class, I will aim for the 
final round of the Championship, the Cheviot on Otterburn in Oct. 
 
Chris. 
 
 

 
 

Remember, you can find CMC on facebook at  
Cheltenham Motor Club – Driving Motorsport To You 
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MSA Publications. 
 

(Should you not have internet access and would like to see the publications 
referred to below, please leave a message for the Newsletter Editor at the 

Clubhouse.)   
 

On the link below you will find the MSA’s  
Newsletter, Motorsports Now and e-Wheels. 

 
http://www.msauk.org/site/cms/contentChapterView.asp?chapter=234 

 
If I were a gambling man I’d say they can’t all survive …. with e-Wheels 

the favourite to disappear.  Time will tell … but you read it here first!! 
 

For Issue 3 (June 2010) of the MSA Newsletter click here 

For Issue 4 (August 2010) of the MSA Newsletter click here  

Among the contents of issue 4 the following is one of several articles members may be 
interested in. 

 
Petition support continues to grow 
More than 5000 motor sport fans have now signed a petition supporting the 
MSA’s efforts to facilitate ‘closed road’ events in mainland Britain. Anybody 
who has not yet done so is urged to lend their backing to this initiative by 
visiting www.petition.co.uk/msa 
 

For the latest copy of e-Wheels click here 
 

GoMotorsport is regularly updated and can be found at 
http://www.gomotorsport.net/ 

 
Amongst other things currently being reported on the GoMotorsport site you 

will find an article on Dan Howard, 23, from Taunton in Somerset who is one of 
many new competitors who’ve got into motorsport thanks to the MSA’s  

Go Motorsport initiative. 
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KarParts Cheltenham Ltd 
Supplier of Motor Spares and 

Accessories 
 

Stockist of  
Morris Golden Film Classic  

monograde engine oil 
 

Brake Pipes and  
Number Plates – Made to order 

 

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 
Call Mike Patel on 

01242 572638  
 

or visit his shop at 
70 Tennyson Road,  

St Marks, Cheltenham. 
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CMC - List of Officers 2010  
 

Chairman 
Kevin Smith 

 

Vice Chairman 
Stuart Cameron 

 
Secretary 
Rich Smith 

 

President 
Dave Cooper 

Car Chairman 
Dave Gregory 

 

Associate Representative 
Rosemary Fry 

 
Motorcycle Chairman 

Phil Cork 
 

Competition Secretary 
Graham Ford 

 
Other Management Posts 

Ewan Hopes 
Graham Ford  
Rich Clayton  
Terry Dicks 

 

Membership Secretary 
Ewan Hopes 

 
Newsletter Editor 

Phil Cork 

Web & Email  
Rich Clayton 

Chief Marshal & Press Officer 
Craig Cameron 

 

Trustees 
Philip Bird, Michael Mitchell, Janet Robbins, Stuar t Cameron 

 

The postal address, phone number and website address are on the front 
cover of the newsletter and email contact details are shown below.  The list 

above is also on display at the clubhouse next to the ‘Suggestion Box’ 
which is to the left of the door to the main bar. 

 

 

To email the committee with comments or suggestions please 
use committee@cheltmc.com 

General Enquiries cmc@cheltmc.com 
Chief Marshal cmc_marshal@cheltmc.com 

Newsletter Editor news@chetmc.com 
Social and Bar beer@cheltmc.com 
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HELP for HEROES 
As some of you may already know I am doing a sponsored walk from 7th -11th  September 
in aid of HELP for HEROES. Five of us will be walking the 62 mile “Donnington Way” 
plus I will also be walking from Cheltenham to the start at Broadwell and back to 
Cheltenham at the end making a total of just over 100 miles. 
 
 

 
 
 

The route is based around the pubs owned 
by the Donnington Brewery. 
Day 1 
Cheltenham to Broadwell . 21 miles 
 
Day 2 
Broadwell, Little Compton, Moreton in 
Marsh, Longborough, Broadway, 
Willersley. 22 miles 
 
Day 3 
Willersley, Stanton, Snowshill, Ford, 
Kineton, Guiting Power, Naunton, Lower 
Swell.  20 miles 
 
Day 4 
Lower Swell, Bourton on the Water, 
Litt le Barr ington, Stow on the Wold, 
Broadwell. 20 miles. 
 
Day 5 
Broadwell to Cheltenham. 21 miles 
 

There will also be a Help for Heroes fundraising evening at the Fox at Broadwell on Friday 
10th.  Music, BBQ & Raffle,  
 
Also doing the Donnington route are fellow CMC member Colin Hicks, originator of the 
idea Landlord of the Fox at Broadwell Mike East, Matt East, and Gary Edwards. 

 
Online donations can be made at: https://www.bmycharity.com/V2/donningtonway2010 

There is also a poster in the Motor Club where you can add your name. 
 

Many thanks for your support - Rich Clayton 
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F1 at Cheltenham Motor Club . 

The Motor Club has been open for the European rounds of the Formula 1 Grand Prix and 
thanks to those who are turning up to watch the races and support the club.  I know that the 
weather and holidays etc are playing a big part in who may or may not turn up and that is 
understandable.  

It has been agreed that the club will continue to open for the remainder of the lunchtime 
races and the Brazilian GP that starts at 1600     Phil Cork. 

Date Club 
Opens 

Race 
Starts Venue 

Sunday 12th September 1230 1300 Italian GP, Monza 

Sunday 26th September 1230 1300 Singapore GP 

Sunday 10th October ---- 0700 Japanese GP, Suzuka 

Sunday 24th October ---- 0700 South Korean G, YeongamP 

Sunday 7th November 1530 1600 Brazilian GP, Sao Paulo 

Sunday 14th November 1230 1300 Abu Dhabi GP, Yas Marina 
Circuit. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Professional Tuition That Gets Results! 
 

Gloucester, Cheltenham & Forest of Dean 

0800 1690 277 
Confirmed High Pass Rate                     Discounts Available 

One to One Tuition               Hourly to Intensive Courses 
Gift Voucher & Loyalty Bonus Schemes 

 

www.jsfdrivingschool.co.uk 
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Pos Competitor Points Precise 
Driving 

Autotest Treasure 
Hunt 

Autotest Scatter 

   Round 1 Round 2 Round 3 
Round 

4 
Round 5 

1 Stuart Cameron 175 50 40 45 40 
 

2 Craig Cameron 145 28 34 - ORG 45 24  
3 Rich Clayton 140 0 45 ORG 45  
4 Dave Cooper 123 45 50 0 28  
5 Dave Gregory 80 40 MARSHAL  40 0 

 
6 Tim Purvey 76 36 0 40 0 

 
7 Jeremy Williams 72 0 36 0 36  
8 Kevin Smith 56 0 20 36 0  
=9 Graham Ford 50 0 0 50 0  
=9 Jeremy Cooper 50 0 0 0 50 

 
=11 Phil Cork  32 32 0 0 0 

 
=11 Sam Tilling 32 0 0 0 32  
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Articles for sale …. and wanted. 
I’m trialling a’For Sale’ and wanted section!   First with something for sale is 

Graham Ford.  If you have anything suitable please let me know via 
news@cheltmc.com or a note left at the club. 

 
Small semi-portable workshop band saw 

 

 
 

Band saw on a wheeled dexion frame.  Sealey SM5/RF model, ½ bhp, 240V 
single phase on a normal 13A plug.  Good order if a bit dusty, can be seen 
working.  Up to 100mm capacity (how long would that take with a hacksaw?) 
but will accommodate smaller size with ease.  Questions ring Graham on 07989 
494257.  £50 secures or best offer by end of September (could buy me beer for a 
week but £50 would probably be cheaper) . 

 

 

 
 

It’s time to Torque Motors at Cheltenham Motor Club. 
 

On the 1st Monday of each month from October until March we are talking motors! 
 

The first meeting of this year is on Monday 6th October at 8.00pm. 
 

This will kick the season off with a lighthearted quiz with Chairman Kevin Smith as questionmarster. 
 

Come along and have some fun. 
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Award Winning Traditional 
Window Cleaning & Gardening Service 

 

·  WINDOW CLEANING.  Award winning traditional 
window cleaning. 10% discount for OAPs and the Disabled. 

 

·  GRASS CUTTING.  Weekly, fortnightly lawn mowing 
service (all waste taken away). 

 

·  HIGH PRESSURE CLEANING.  Make your Patios, 
conservatories roofs, paths and driveways look like new. 

 

·  GARDEN MAINTENANCE.  A complete gardening 
service throughout the year.  Weed Control, turfing, leaf clearing for 

residential and commercial. 
 

·  DOMESTIC CLEANING.  CRB & Police checked. 
Reliable and trustworthy service tailored to your specific 

requirements. 
 
ALL WORK UNDERTAKEN IS FULLY INSURED 
Member of the Federation of Small Businesses and Federation 

of Window Cleaners. 
 

No matter how large or small, give John a call for the complete  
Cleaning & Gardening service that is tailored around you. 

 

01242 519471     07970 613984 
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The following ‘regular’ events happen at Cheltenham Motor Club.  
If any of them take your fancy then call in on the appropriate 
nights or call the Club on 01242 522590 and ask to speak to a 

member from the particular group you are interested in. 

Mondays 

Every 3rd Monday – Car Committee.  
Oct-April. 1 st Monday of the Month will be 
Torque Motors.  First meeting of 2010 is on 
Monday 6th October and is a motoring quiz.   
Every 2nd and 4th Monday – Management 
Committee. 
Every other Monday – Scramble Club. 

Tuesdays 

Last Tuesday.  Cotswold Motorsport Group.  Back 
bar unavailable during this meeting. 
American Cars  Drag Racing Street Racing 
Ladies Darts League 

Wednesdays 
Last Wednesday.  Bredon Autograss Club. 

Mens Darts League.  Starts on September 8th. 

Thursdays Cheltenham Home Guard Motorcycle Club 

Fridays 
3rd Friday is a car related event.  Either a round of 
the Tony Brewer Summer Series or the Pete 
Singfield 12 Car Series.  

Saturdays Occasional social events.  

Sundays 
Quiz League.  Runs from October to March. 

Free pool for members. 

Anytime?? 
I hear talk of Curry Club ….. and Cinema Club 
… talk to Neil ….. and Rosemary.  And now I 
hear a twitter ….or perhaps a tweet?  
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What’s on at Cheltenham Motor Club. 

Sun 12th Sep F1 at CMC.  Italian GP, Monza.  Club open from 1230. 

Sun 12th Sep The Dick Turnip Challenge.  CMC v Ciren CC.  Sign on 
at 1530 Smiths x-roads field used for recent autotests. 

Fri 17th Sept Round 5 of the Tony Brewer Summer Series.  Please sign 
on at the clubhouse between 7.15-7.30. 

Sat 18th Sept ‘Wheel-Ale’ Beer Festival at CMC.  From midday. 

Mon 6th Oct Torque Motors at CMC.  Come along to the 
clubhouse for 8.00pm for a motoring quiz.   

Fri 15th Oct 12 Car, Round 1. 

Sat 16th Oct 

Stox and more at Coventry Stadium on Saturday evening.  
See poster in this Newsletter and at the club.  If you’re 
interested in coming along please contact Phil on 01242 
233746 or news@cheltmc.com or put your name on the 
poster at the clubhouse. 

Sat 30/Sun 
31st Oct 

Cilwendig Road Rally.  Regs due out on 1st Sep.  This is 
the 50th Anniversary of this event and some big names 
from the past are expected to be competing.    If you are 
interested in going along as a spectator please let me 
know.  Phil Cork 01242 233746 or news@cheltmc.com  

The Stock Car racing is now scheduled for October 16th. 
Brooklands and Racing Legends details still TBA. 

 

What’s on elsewhere. 

Sat 4th Sept Bullnose Rally.  Marshals required. 

Sun 12thth Sept Dick Turnip autotest challenge,  CMC v Ciren CC. 

Sat 18th Sept Castle Combe Rally Day 

Sun 3rd Oct Malvern Showground.  Marshals and finish crew required. 

Sun 6th Nov Tempest Rally, Ash Ranges.  Finish crew required. 

11-14th Nov Rally GB. 
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‘It’s YourRound’ at Cheltenham Motor Club 
 
As you (should) know, CMC is one of the finest Real Ale establishments in our area as a 
result of years of relentless pursuit of the art of by Neil. You only have to look at the array 
of awards from CAMRA on display. What you may not know is that the Club is also a key 
participant in a tr ial of a brand new and unique web service from a Cheltenham based 
company at www.yourround.co.uk. 
 
Since its launch in February, drinkers have been able to f ind out on-line what beers are on 
sale in the club, updated each day by Neil himself from the vast ale database held at 
YourRound.  The system is unlike any other in that it connects right through the real ale 
supply chain to provide info not only to pubs, but to wholesalers, retailers, beer festivals 
and, of course, drinkers. 
 
Drinkers can select their list of favourite beers and when any become available locally, the 
system sends out e-mail or text alerts telling them where they can get their favourite tipple.  
For the publican the system provides all sorts of benefits, such as printing out tasting notes 
or temporary pump clips and even allows the insertion of the BeerCAM into the CMC 
website to display the live product availability info to site visitors. 
 
The BeerCAM is viewable on-line and also on the move via a free iPhone app so people 
can see what’s available in participating pubs around them. 
 

 
 

So, if you’re a fan of Real Ale and want to know when your favourite is on at the Club, sign 
up at  www.yourround.co.uk to connect with us and start getting alerts now ! 
 

 
Thanks to Terry Dicks for that …. and now a few words from Cheltenham’s Mr CAMRA, 
Martyn Herbert.  I first started using Cheltenham  Motor Club on the recommendation of 
some fellow CAMRA members.  I was impressed with the beer range and quality and soon 
became a member.   Neil has a passion for real ale and is prepared to do the hard work that 
is needed to keep it in pr istine condition; it is this that separates the good pubs and clubs 
from the ordinary. 

Over the past four years I have tr ied beers from many parts of the country and many 
different styles, all delivered with Neil’s sartorial elegance (shame about the legs, but that’s 
what you end up with after playing centre forward for Ivybridge ?) 

Neil f inally has his wish this September by holding a beer festival at the club. It will 
challenge his beer keeping ability to look after the beers out of his cherished cellar, but you 
know he will do it.  (Tks Martyn, and I know he’ll do it as well.  Phil C – Editor) 
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