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Chairman’s Report. 
 
It’s nice to know that at this time of hardship and credit crunch that one British car manufacturer has opted 
IN to Darling’s ‘scrap-for-cash’ incentive. Rolls-Royce YES ROLLS-ROYCE (are they still British?) has 
opted IN to the scheme to show their support for this Government initiative. So that’s £2,000 for your 10 
year old banger off a £271,000 Phantom.  I think I may have to break in to my piggy bank for the difference. 
 
The good news is that during this time of credit crunch CMC has fared better than most pubs and clubs and 
is still going strong.  Is this down to the charm and good humour of the Club steward (I don’t think so) or 
the quality beverages served and the atmosphere of the Club (that’s more like it).  Many thanks to George 
and Neil for keep CMC at the top of places to go in Cheltenham. 
 
With the longest day of the year gone we can look forward to the 12 car series starting. But wait a minute!!.  
We still have lots of the summer series to go, so come and have a go at the next round (Grass Autotest) 
Friday 17th July.  
 
Regards 
 
Kevin Smith 
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Memberships  
 

Membership fees as follows: 
 

£8 - social membership 
 

£20 - full membership 
 

£25- family membership 
 
 

Valid to  
31st December 2009 

 

 

John’s Cleaning and Garden Services. 
 

Award Winning Traditional Window Cleaning  
and Gardening Service. 

 
·  Window cleaning 
·  Grass cutting 
·  High pressure cleaning 
·  Garden Maintenance 
·  Domestic cleaning. 

 
No matter how large or small. Give John a call for 
the complete Cleaning & Garden service that is 
tailored around you. 
 

01242 519471/07970 613984 
Federation of Small Businesses 

Member of the Federation of Window Cleaners 
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Tony Brewer Summer Series Round 2, Precise Driving Test. 
 

A very pleasant evening saw half a dozen members turn up for the Precise Driving test organised by Rich 
Smith.  A series of low speed tests demonstrating drivers’ skill and awareness of the size of their vehicle 
saw Dave Cooper as a clear winner.  Full results and an update on Championship positions will appear in 
the next issue.   Future dates below. 

Round 3 – Friday 17th July 
Grass Autotest - Smiths 

    Round 4a – Friday 21st August 
Motorsport Weekend 

     Round 4b - Sunday 23th August 
Motorsport Weekend 

     Round 5 - Friday 18th September 
Navigational Scatter 

For more information please contact Craig Cameron: craigc@cheltmc.com .  Phone – 07976206931 
 

Formula 1 at Cheltenham Motor Club. 
 

Hopefully you will have been aware that the Clubhouse was open for the Round 8 of the F1 GP 
Championship from Silverstone.  A dozen or so members turned up at the club and watched a thrilling race 
which was dominated by Red Bull and saw the current heroes (Brawn F1) being shown a clean pair of 
(w)heels. 
 
Rounds 9-13 are in Europe but rounds 14-15 (Singapore 27/9 and Japan 4/10)  are in time zones that will 
have them starting mid evening UK time.  They provide a good opportunity for getting down the club to 
watch them.    Round 16 is in Brazil ….. an early start and not one for watching at the club!   Round 17 is 
the final round and it is in Abu Dhabi on 1st November.  We might just have to open for that as well,  
particularly if we have a championship that goes right down to the wire.  Watch the Newsletter and notices 
at the clubhouse for more information  

 
Phil Cork 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 

S C Auto Services  
Unit K The Bramery 

Alstone Lane, Cheltenham 
GL51 8HE 

01242 576437 

To celebrate the opening of our new MOT bay, S C Auto Services are offering one MOT per 
member at a reduced price of £39.00, that’s a saving of more than 27.5%! 

With our reliable, fair and trustworthy staff, using the latest specification Automated Test Lane, 
new design suspension shaker plate system, fully automatic brake testing machine and the latest 
specification in emissions equipment, you can have peace of mind that your vehicle will be 
checked to the highest standard.  
  
Other offers available on request (fixed price servicing etc) Please call for your FREE quote with 
NO hidden extras. 
 

Offer limited to one test per member and cannot be used in conjunction with any other offers. 



www.cheltmc.com 

3 

 

 
Back to the co-drivers seat. 

 
Some years ago I navigated for Cinderford based Paul Loveridge in his historic mini on road rallies.  Then 
we tried some stage rallies with some success coming first overall in Rally Britannia sometime in the last 
century, a long time ago anyway.  Paul then took off his driving gloves (string back of course, it was historic 
after all) and began a career in safety and eligibility scrutineering.  When Paul’s son Steve reached the age 
when he would soon get a licence he wasted no time in building his own historic mini clubman.  Who else 
would Paul turn to for a co-driver and calming influence to sit with his son and keep his youthful, wild 
enthusiasm in check?  I don’t know but whoever it was couldn’t make it so I sat in with him. 
 
We did the first stage rally at MIRA 3 days after his 17th birthday and finished, I forget where.  We then 
went on to do a few stage rallies a year with variable levels of success, MIRA, Epynt and Isle of Man spring 
to mind. 
 
Then came Steve’s big break.  He was “spotted” by a fellow competitor on an event who worked in Rover 
group’s competition department and was offered an MGZR (the souped up version of the Rover 200) to do 
the British Championship.  I bowed out as the 2 day recce, 1 day scrutineering, 3 day rally format was too 
much to fit in with my work.  Steve did 18 months in the MG with some successes and some failures in a 
car which was uncompetitive in the woods with a 9200rpm 1800cc screamer of an engine but had an 
embarrassment of power over grip with the ex-touring car 2.0 litre Judd built engine.  Now if he could have 
got hold of the S1600 MG it would have been a different story but the driver of that, a certain Gwyndaf 
Evans (not him, the other one), wouldn’t hand it over.  Then Rover went txxs-up and it all came to an end. 
 
Steve went back to the trusty mini but wrote it off on the very next event on ‘The Stairs’ at Epynt.  So from 
two cars to none in a month. 
 
And so to more recent history.  Steve built a new mini from a brand new heritage shell with weld in cage, 8 
port Arden head, lots of trick (but obviously historic eligible....) bits and was ready for a season of historic 
events.  The car was finished 3 years ago but then he hit a snag.  It was so nice he couldn’t bring himself to 
take it into the woods.  So we started building a “shed” escort for the woods and decided to keep the mini 
for tarmac.  Then he decided the mini was too nice for tarmac too and we sat out another season until the 
escort was ready.  Then another “snag” came along.  She’s called Charlotte Loveridge, she’s 3 months old 
today but getting ready for her arrival still managed to use up all of last year’s rally budget. 
 
Finally up to date.  2009 is the 50th anniversary of the mini and HRCR has organised a series of events to 
celebrate.  As Steve’s dad is the eligibility scrutineer and his uncle is the championship co-ordinator he 
came under pressure to drag the mini out of the garage and give it a thrash.  The first round was CMC’s 
event at Down Ampney.  As a member of CMC I couldn’t bring myself to compete on an event our club 
was organising so that was out.  The second round was at Millbrook which was cancelled when the owners 
pulled the plug on the venue.  So that left round 3 the Midland Rally which we duly entered. 
 
Team Cinderford had three minis entered, one red, one white and ours in..... yellow, nearly the Italian Job 3 
but not quite.  Getting lost on the way to the hotel, getting 1 – 6 pacenotes when we wanted 6 – 1 (it would 
have meant that when I called a “4R” Steve would be expecting a 100mph 4th gear flat out curve when it 
was actually a sharp right hand bend) all added to the fun of preparation. 
 
First stage was MIRA (aptly enough as that was the venue for Steve’s first event).  We followed the 
moderns through a 17 miles stage made up of 1000m long fast straights, sweeping banked bends, changes of 
surface, straw bale chicanes and a water splash.  We were seeded third and passed car 2 parked up after a 
couple of miles.  On the second lap we must have passed another 5 minis parked up, mostly after the water 
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splash.  We’d gone into the water in first gear at no more than 20 mph but even so water was over the 
bonnet, heaven knows what speed the others hit it at but it drowned out the lot.  After MIRA we were 23 
seconds in the lead. 
 
The next stage was at an army barracks called Bramcote and was run twice, we won both of them too but 
this time only by a couple of seconds.  Charlotte even brought her two month old cousin Jack along to watch 
that stage. 
 
Next up a service where our loyal service crew fixed a loose track rod end and then two three lap stages at 
Mallory Park.  On the first stage we caught car 1 on the third lap, good going with 1 minute starts we 
thought.  But it wasn’t that good, he retired after the stage with a broken manifold.  We won the first 
Mallory stage but were beaten on the second by a car that only did two laps but wasn’t given a maximum.  
He was later excluded for reversing on stage to correct himself.  I’m going to say we won that one too. 
 
Then back to MIRA for another couple of laps this time with the tide at full ebb in the water splash.  We had 
backed off now as we were over a minute in front but still won MIRA 2, 11 seconds quicker than a Porsche. 
 
So onto the road section to the last venue.  Sadly it was to come to nothing, having won every stage, with a 
70 second lead and only 5 competitive miles to go the steering once more felt loose, track rod again we 
thought.  But it wasn’t, on the A5 on a blind brow with double white no overtaking lines the front right 
wheel came off and bounced past us leaving us marooned.  With no spare studs or wheel nuts in the car and 
only 10 mins of lateness to OTL we were forced to retire.  Never has someone saying “to finish first, first 
you have to finish” made me want to punch them quite so much. 
 
Graham Ford. 
 
 

And for some variety here’s some dates from the Chairman.  Bredon Hill Autograss race dates: 
Sunday 26th July and Sunday 23rd August. 

 
All races held at Hilltop Raceway, Tirley, and start at 11:00. 

 
 

Family History. Can anyone help? 
 
I am researching my family and have discovered that in 1911 one of my ancestors ran the Crown Inn, Upper 
Park Street in Cheltenham, a building which I understand is now owned by the Cheltenham Motor Club.  
 
The relative was called Herbert John Sache, wife Florence. Don't know when they died, I believe they were 
there in the 30's.  I wonder if you could tell me if there are any photographs of the pub as it once was?  Any 
information would be greatly received.  
Kind regards 
 
Ann Chidley  
 
Response from Rich Clayton.  As the Motor Club we did not inherit anything relating to the history of the 
building in Upper Park Street. It would be nice to have some info for our archives. If anyone can help please 
email cmc@cheltmc.com I will also pass the info onto Ann. Thanks. 
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Cheltenham Motor Club Newsletter. 

 
It is hoped to produce the next Newsletter in ‘A5’ booklet format.  The Newsletter will be published 6 times 
a year and sent by email to approximately 180 people, sent by post to approximately 100 people, spare 
copies are left at the clubhouse and a copy of the newsletter is put on the Club website.  If you are interested 
in advertising please let me know via the Clubhouse or at news@cheltmc.com.  I'm sure you will find 
our advertising rate very reasonable!! 
 

Driving Licences ….. an article variously plagiarised by Kevin Smith and Phil Cork. 
 

 
Has your photo card licence expired? 

Thousands of motorists are at risk of being fined up to £1,000 because they are unwittingly driving without 
a valid licence.  They risk prosecution after failing to spot the extremely small print on their photo card 
licence which says it automatically expires after10 years and has to be renewed - even though drivers are 
licensed to drive until the age of 70. 
 
To rub salt into wounds, drivers will have to pay £17.50 to renew their licence - a charge which critics have 
condemned as a 'stealth tax' and which will earn the Treasury an estimated £437million over 25 years.  
 
At the heart of the confusion is the small print on the tiny credit-card-size photo licence, which is used in 
conjunction with the paper version. Just below the driver name on the front of the photo card licence is a 
series of dates and details - each one numbered.  
 
Number 4b features a date in tiny writing, but no explicit explanation as to what it means. The date's 
significance is only explained if the driver turns over the card and reads the key on the back which states 
that '4b' means 'licence valid to'.   
 
A total of 25million new-style licences have been issued but - motoring experts say – drivers were never 
sufficiently warned they would expire after 10 years. Motorists who fail to renew their licences in time are 
allowed to continue driving, but the DVLA says they could be charged with 'failing to surrender their 
licence', an offence carrying a £1,000 fine. 
 
 
I’ve also heard that originals of the paper licences that are being sent in as part of the renewal process are getting lost 
in the sheer flood of licences arriving at the DVLA.  It’s a good idea to photocopy yours just in case it gets lost; you 
will then have a record of all the info you could need for it to be properly replaced. 
 
Phil Cork 
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The adventures of Team Cameron as reported by Craig Cameron. 

The Cameron rally team finished their first rally of the season at the Ellisport stages at Longcross in May. 
However we had a major problem with a misfire throughout the day slowing us down considerably. On the 
final stage we unfortunately picked up a puncture dropping us a considerable amount of time. However we 
still finished 3rd in class.  So it was back home to repair the car for EMCOS Down Ampney Stages. 

Stuart had another bash at Down Ampney after an unfortunate drive shaft problem on the "Get It Sideways 
Rally" a month previously.   However, having sorted the drive shafts and the misfire they were on a 
flyer, this time with Mike Mitchell taking up the position as co-driver.  

Although it was a nice day with lovely weather the track was still slippery.   This was shown with slight 
body work damage after stage 1!   However it was an easy day for the service crew with no major problems.   
All was almost lost on the last stage when the throttle cable broke just yards away from the finish line.   
Stuart and Mike were left coasting through the finish beam.   Looked like the service crew finally had to do 
some hard work to do and pushed the car back to service.   However the smiles were soon back once they 
had seen the times. Looks like it would be the first trophy of the year for both driver and car (1st in class). 
Luckily we know a good mechanic that can fix it :-)  

Unfortunately we were unable to get an entry for Abingdon.   However we still wanted to be part of the 
action.   With Cheltenham Motor Club running the finish control we thought it was a great idea. We slept 
over night, obviously no alcoholic liquids taken on board ;-), in the Cameron's Motorsport Teams service 
barge which was made to look silly by the great big 100's of thousands of pounds worth of motorhome 
parked beside us.    

Morning came, the sun was out and the birds were tweeting!   This called for a bacon and egg sandwhich 
from the first class butty wagon before signing on.  However by the time we got to signing on Stage 1 had 
started and we were unable to join the rest of the CMC Team on the finish :-(  This meant that they had to 
find someone else to take our place on the flying finish.   

Our luck soon became clear when half way through Stage 1 we saw 2 air ambulances flying over head, 11 
police cars and 3 ambulances rushing up the runway. It was bad news! The flying finish crew had been hit 
by a fully sideways Cosworth. 3 people had been hit!    Fortunately no fatalities.  (Ed’s note.  See official 
statement below as issued by the organisers.) 

Finally, last to arrive were the crime scene investigation vehicles taping off the area stopping us from using 
that part of the airfield. This meant a re-directed route. Nevertheless it was back to rallying.  The rest of the 
day ran smoothly with no major incidents occurring at our posts.   After reading reports from the organisers, 
the marshals are on the road back to a full recovery.   Best wishes to those involved.   After this stroke of 
good luck we decided it was time to invest in a lottery ticket! :-) 

Craig 

ABINGDON MOTORSPORT CAR-NIVAL - ORGANISERS STATEMENT - 8pm 15th June 2009 
  
The Organisers of the Abingdon Motorsport CAR-nival Stages would like to pay tribute to the expertise of the Rally 
Emergency Service Teams who attended yesterdays unfortunate accident at Abingdon Airfield in which 2 Marshals 
and a member of the media were injured.  
 
The accident occurred when a competitor lost control in the Flying Finish Area at the end of Stage 1, sliding onto the 
grass before colliding with the Time Control Officials and a camera man. The Major Incident Plan was put into 
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immediate effect with Air Ambulances from Oxfordshire and Hampshire attending the scene along with support from 
Oxfordshire Ambulance Service.  
 
After initial treatment 2 of the casualties were air lifted to the JR2 and Swindon Hospitals where they received 
immediate attention. The camera man was transported by County Ambulance to JR2 and was released later that day, 
attending the Awards Ceremony in order to add his thanks to everyone involved.  
 
Oxfordshire Police Officers attended the scene and their investigations have concluded that it was a simple accident. 
Following an interview at the Police Headquarters the driver was released without charge. 
  
The Marshals were a 60 year old man from Yateley who suffered a number of limb injuries and an 18 year old Youth 
from Camberley who suffered more complex injuries. Whilst initially thought to be critical their injuries are no longer 
life-threatening. In fact, the older marshal received visitors today and is said to be in good spirits. 
 
The Organisers, Competitors and fellow Marshals would like to extend their best wishes for a speedy recovery. 
 
 

Cotswold Caper - Sunday 14th June 
Gloucestershire MG Owners Club 

In aid of Children’s Charity “Cloud 9” 
 
CMC have supported the charity run for several years now.  Last year Kev Smith & myself took part, a nice 
leisurely scenic day out in the North Cotswolds ending up at Batsford Arboretum.  
 
This year we had two entries form CMC,  Kev Smith & Myself in my uncle’s 1965 MG Midget (finished in 
British Racing Green and about the first trip out for the car since it did last year’s run) & Mike Mitchell & 
Phil Robbins in Mike’s Mk1 Escort. Plus there were a hundred or so other MGs from as far away as 
Pembroke & Epsom.  There were one or two other non MGs – an MX5 & an E Type. 
 
The 100 mile tour of the Cotswolds started at St Roses School in Stroud, the first loop took us via Haresfield 
then down to Brookthorpe before back up the hill to Painswick and back to Stroud. Then onto Rodborough 
Common, Amberley and wound its way via Sapperton, Ewen, & Cirencester to the lunch halt at Chedworth 
Farm Shop. The second half were more open roads compared with the twisty first half. The route took us 
down via Down Ampney to the Cotswold water park, Long Newton & Malmesbury then onto Badminton 
before the finish at Westonbirt Arboretum & time for an ice cream. 
 
Another great route, though I preferred the second half, the weather helped, we had the roof down all the 
way (can’t do that in a Mk1 Escort).   Thanks to Kev for navigating me round yet again also thanks to the 
organisers & CMC member (& Club Solicitor) Mark Hodgkinson marshalling at the start. I expect we will 
be back next year.    
 
Rich Clayton 
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Cheltenham Rally & Concours D'elegance, Saturday July 16th 1949 
 
I came across this event whilst looking through the Club archives earlier this year, my Grandfather was one 
of the entries.  

It was the first event put on by CMC after the war. The event Secretary was Henry Smith. We thought it 
would be nice to re-run the event 60 years on and have a proposed date of 4th October. We have a lot of 
information about the event, the programme, entry forms, entry lists, the roadbook & reports from the 
Gloucestershire Echo.   

Keeping as close as possible to the original route, it is basically a Touring Assembly, starting in 
Andoversford following approx 35 miles back into Cheltenham. Would be nice to have 60 cars, one for each 
year, and see if we can get some relatives of those who took part on the original rally.  

Please contact me if you feel you could lend a hand with the organising.  
 
Rich Clayton  
cmc@cheltmc.com  
 

 
Social News. 

 
Apologies from me for not having any detailed info on what is happening in the Social Scene at the 
club but I know the fortnightly Sunday evening quizzes are going well …. and the recent pub/brewery 
tour of the Cotswolds was also a success.  More on the social side of the club in the next issue.   
Articles always gratefully received.  Phil Cork. 
 
 

An article by Derek Price from Cheltenham Spa Scramble Club 
 
Cheltenham Spa Scramble Club (CSSC) hold their members meeting alternate Mondays at Cheltenham 
Motor Club.   The club is currently run by Alan Ashworth (chairman) one of the original members from 
1981, Derek Price (Treasurer/Secretary) who joined in 1982 and Val Biggs who is probably the clubs 
greatest asset with more years experience than dared be mentioned of organising events and sorting out the 
lap scoring. 
 
The Club has a membership of 42 even in these hard economic times, including a few sons who are now 
showing their fathers a clean set of heels and proving that MotoX really is a family sport and once in the 
blood difficult to give up just because you may be getting slower and on a bit. 
 
Formed way back in 1981 as a result of the Gloucester MotoX club becoming too big, the Club is affiliated 
to the Amateur Motorcycle Association (AMCA) and organises MotoX and Trials events, with classes for 
age 11 and upwards and all ability levels, at its popular Brookthorpe venue near Gloucester.  
 
The MotoX track has been transformed in recent years to include many spectacular jumps.  Over 100 events 
have been organised by CSSC over the last 27 years, with 4 meetings already having been completed 
successfully this 2009 season, the highlight being the Superclass event held during April at which all British 
Championship riders (regardless of engine capacity)  compete to determine the overall British Champion. 
The Clubs final event of the year will be held on the 4Th October. 
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A short epistle from those ‘in the corner on a Thursday night’,  Cheltenham Home Guard MCC. 
 
We are Just recovering from running our major event on 19 April, the 16th annual Sphinx road trial. Again 
over a 100 riders enjoyed the best of the Cotswolds.   With the squeeze on the use of green lanes we become 
ever more reliant on numerous landowners and farmers. People with houses on the route, the villages we 
ride through, all have helped us in a friendly and tolerant way (except one!). In particular, the village of 
Hazleton.   The village Hall Committee being, as always our hosts for the start and finish.   
 
Again blessed with good weather for the event but the previous wet days did make the setting out of the 
event a bit uncomfortable. We made the route shorter down to about 70 miles. To do this we cut out the 
classic Greenway lane in Shurdington. A figure of eight course worked well.  

 
We have a couple more events lined up before the year end, the next on Saturday August 1st being a 
Championship event at Haynes Coppice down near Monmouth. This is Kearle car trial territory.   The Ross 
Club using another part of the wood for their car trial.   To us it’s always Sam Wilson’s wood, top man. This 
event will be more on the tough side to suite its status.   Then, on September 6th we run an easier Non expert 
trial up at Farmcote.  

  
On the other side of the coin. This week has seen the sad loss of Brian Lethbridge, one of the characters of 
trials in this area of the Cotswolds.   A Prestbury resident in his youth, and a contemporary of the great John 
Draper.   He was uncle to Marc Kirby (lives in France now) the originator of our Sphinx trial. 

 
We also hear that Jeff  Philips, a larger than life member of the club has had a heart attack but is being 
sorted by the Medics and no doubt being well looked after by wife Carol.   
 
Viv Jackson also needs our good wishes, having had a big one on his road bike needing a spell in hospital 
and no doubt many weeks of recuperation.  Take care guys. 

 
Finally, well done to our club riders in the recent Welsh 2 day enduro.  Everyone from the big man on the 
small bike to the old man riding the over 40 veteran’s class.  
 
So, in the corner next Thursday it’s ‘why I didn’t win night’ and ‘do you want to see my bruises’. Keep 
away girls. 
 
DaveMason. 
 
Cheltenham Home Guard. 
 
 

ED’s note.  Yup, we all wish Jeff a speedy recovery.
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(The following is an edited extract from the DSA website). 
 

The new motorcycle test went live on Monday 27 April 2009. It aims to improve the standard of road safety 
for motorcycle and moped riders. This user group has been identified as having a high risk of injury or 
death, this is particularly the case for young and inexperienced riders.  
 
Reporting for your practical test  
 
You must bring the following items with you to both module 1 and module 2 of your test. If you do not, the 
Driving Standards Agency may refuse to carry out the test and you may lose your fee. 

·  provisional licence and paper counterpart 
·  valid DL196 
·  valid theory test certificate 
·  valid module 1 test pass certificate when presenting for module 2 only 

What will the test include?  
 
The new test will be completed in two modules. The specified manoeuvres conducted at specific speeds will 
be tested in module 1 on safe off-road sites.  
 
These specified manoeuvres are: 

·  at least two manoeuvres carried out at slow speed, including a slalom 
·  at least two manoeuvres carried out at higher speed, of which one exercise should be in second or 

third gear, at a speed of at least 30 km/h (approx. 19 mph) and one exercise avoiding an obstacle at a 
minimum speed of 50 km/h (approx. 32 mph)  (Ed.  See response to this below) 

·  at least two braking manoeuvres, including an emergency brake at a minimum speed of 50 km/h 
(approx. 32 mph) 

On the day of your module 1 test, you will be asked by the examiner to demonstrate your riding ability on 
either the left-hand or right-hand circuit. The standard off-road layout may change because of local 
conditions on the casual sites.  
 
If you demonstrate riding skills of a dangerously incompetent level during module 1, you will not be 
allowed to take module 2.  
 
If you pass module 1 you will receive a test pass certificate which you must bring with you when you take 
module 2.   Module 2 of the test is made up of the eyesight test, road safety questions and at least 30 
minutes of road riding. Road riding will cover a variety of road and traffic conditions and will also include 
normal stops, hill and angle starts.  
 
The practical moped riding test  
 
The practical moped riding test (which does not include the high-speed requirements) will also be carried 
out in two modules. The obstacle avoidance and emergency braking exercises will be carried out in Module 
1 at 30 km/h (approx. 19 mph). A test for the drivers of motorcycle and side car combination is also under 
development.  
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Response to the new test from within the motorcycle fraternity (both trainers and riders) is mixed.  The 
major issue is the so called ‘swerve’ test.  Senior police riders are saying the swerve test is something they 
would not like to do, particularly in wet test conditions and this opinion is echoed by many riders’ groups.  
The most common comment is that riders with riding experience in excess of 20 years are saying the 
manoeuvre is something they have never done in all their years of riding. 
 
The other issue is the surface that has been laid at the newly designated test centres will not offer the full 
level of grip expected due to the laying down of rubber for some 18 months or so. 
 
Whilst biking is a growth area the new test certainly appears to be putting people off taking their test. 
 
For us in Gloucestershire the nearest Module 1 and 2 test location is Gloucester. 
 
Module 1 will cost you £10 and Module 2 anything between £70-164 depending what time of day you do it.  
And don’t even think about turning up without hours of practice and accompanied riding with a qualified 
instructor. 
 
Once you’ve done it and successfully passed you’ll soon forget all the cost and the pain …. Particularly 
when the sun is shining and you have an open road in front of you. 
 
Ride safe. 
 
Phil Cork. 
 
 
Just a bit of space for a few more diary dates 
 

July. 
 

Sat 11th CMSG Azimghur Stage Rally, Colerne.  Bath MC. 
Sat 17th CMC Summer Series Grass Autotest. 

Sat 25th CMSG Fat Albert Stage Rally, Keevil.  Tavern MC. 
 

August. 
 

Sun 2nd CMSG Autosolo.  Weston-S- Mare, Bristol MC. 
Fri 21st CMC Motorsport Weekend. 
Sat 22nd CMC Motorsport Weekend 
Sun 23rd CMC Motorsport Weekend. 

 
TBA. 

 
Following background discussions by club members and meetings with MOD, a new event may appear on 

our motorsport calendar.  We’ll keep you informed.    
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Part 1 

        

Please indicate application type:  NEW  RENEWAL  
(Discount for renewals before 31st December, £2 off amount shown) 

FULL £20  FAMILY  £25  ASSOCIATE £8  
 

Name ………………………..……………………….……………… 
Address ………………………..……………………….……………… 
  …………………………………Post Code …………………. 

Phone No. and/or Email Address………………………………………..… 
Please write email address legibly  

How would you like to receive Club information? Post   Email   Collect from Club  
Would you like to be added to our email group (also open to non-members)? Yes  

Please tick area/s of interest: General   Car   Motor cycle   Social  
Groups -      Motorcycle      Home Guard      Hawks      Wessex      Drag Racing      Bredon Autograss  

 

I apply for membership of Cheltenham Motor Club. Myself and my family or guests agree to abide by the 
Motor Club  
 

rules. I enclose my subscription which expires on 31st December   ………, unless advised otherwise. 
 

Signed  ……………………………………… Date …………………. 
 

For NEW Full & Family applications please also comp lete part 2 of this form 
 

For office use:    

 
Part 2 

 

New applications for Full or Family membership must be supported by two club members, one of whom 
must be a member of the management committee (who should be introduced to the applicant if not already 
known to them) 

 
Proposer ………………………..……  Signed ……………….……………………. 
 
Seconder ………………………..……  Signed ……………….……………………. 
 
This application will be posted on the Motor Club notice board for 7 days from the date of receipt, after which it will be presented 
at the next available management committee meeting (Monday evenings - twice monthly). 

Information from this form will be held on a computer system. If you have any objection to this please 
inform the Club Secretary in writing together with this application. 
A receipt, rule book & membership card will be forwarded after the application has been approved. If the 
application is refused, the fee will be returned, not necessarily with an explanation. 
 

Cheltenham Motor Club. Upper Park Street. CHELTENHAM. Glos. GL52 6SA. 
+44 (0) 1242 522590 

email: cmc@cheltmc.com  
www.cheltmc.com 

 

CHELTENHAM MOTOR CLUB 
Membership Application Form  


