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From the chair 
 
Here we are halfway through the year already, it seems no time since we were all welcoming in the New Year. It is supposed to 
be a sign of old age, talking about how quickly things pass, but perhaps it‘s just me. 
 
On the news front we are just about to employ somebody to re-surface the car park and not before time I can hear some of you 
saying. As you may recall at a past AGM I have stated that your Management Committee would prioritise all issues based upon 
our ability to fund them without detriment to the ongoing well being of the Club in general. We now consider that we have 
sufficient funds to move ahead with what will probably be one of our more expensive outlays. Next on the agenda is a 
refurbishment of the Gents toilets to incorporate a Disabled toilet with wheel chair access. Besides which its only fair as we 
have recently revamped the Ladies, we have even gone to the extra yard and put up a picture of Ayrton Senna in there. Talking 
of pictures I hope that you like the new pictures that have been put up over the past few weeks. As for the Kilimanjaro picture 
(my particular favourite!) which used to be by the TV, which is being refurbished and will be re-hung in a few weeks  
 
You will have noticed I am sure that we now have a large TV in the main bar. This was not due to the fact that the European 
Football championship is on, that is merely a coincidence, the old TV finally gave up the ghost and had to be replaced. On the 
topic of the football, the special promotions of £1 per pint (lager/beer/cider) until the first goal in the England games has proved 
very popular, so much so that even non football people are coming on those nights. 
 
Elsewhere in this newsletter I am sure that you find the details of a Treasure Hunt to be followed by a Barbeque to be held in 
the near future. These events are always popular so make sure that you make a note of the date and bring the family along. I 
am sure that you will enjoy it. 
 
That is about all for now but remember, if you have any ideas or suggestions please do hesitate to contact either myself or any 
of the Management Committee members, we would love to hear from you. 
 
All the best  
 
Mike M  
 

 Round 1 Round 2 Round 3 Round 4 Round 5 Round 6  
 Rich and 

Bev 
17 Oct 03 

Result 
Points 

Dave Cooper 
28 Nov 03 

Result Points 

GTF and 
Ewan 

16 Jan 04 
Result 
Points 

Rich and Kev 
20 Feb 04 

Result Points 

Andy 
Isherwood 
12 Mar 04 

Result Points 

Phil and 
Mike 

16 Apr 04 
Result 
Points 

Total Points 

Novice Navigators        
Mike Todd 4        9  3        10  Cancelled - 19 
Brian Summers 8        5 dnf  5        8 Bad weather - 13 
Expert Navigators        
Graham Ford 1        12 1        12 Org    12 1        12  2        11 59 
Rich Smith Org    12  2        11 2        11 3        11  3        10 55 
Jeremy Cooper 3        10 Org      12 1        12 - - - 34 
Jon Smith 5        8 3        10 - 3        10 - - 28 
Andy Isherwood 6        7 Dnf - - - 1        12 19 
Novice Drivers        
Pete Howlett 5        8 3        10 - - - - 18 
Any Evans 8        5 Dnf - 5        8 - - 13 
M.Middleton - - - 4        9 - - 9 
H. Fabrowski 6        7 Dnf - - - - 7 
Expert Drivers        
Ewan Hopes 1        12 1        12 Org    12 1        12 - 2        11 59 
Bev Preston Org     12 2        11 2         11 2       11 - 3        10 55 
Dave Cooper 3        10 Org      12 1        12 - - 1        12 46 
Gavin Tarrant 4        9 - 3        10 - - - 19 
Derek Morgan - - - 3        10 - - 10 
        
Notes:  Org=12 points for 
organising an event 

       

Dnf= did not finish        
7    6 = dropped score        
NB: Best 5 out os 5 results to 
count 

       

Ties will be decided on 
“furthest cleanest” principle i.e. 
best score in early rounds. 

       

 

Pete Singfield 2003/04  



Cirencester Car Club - Touring Assembly & Economy Run  
Sunday 25 th April 

 
 

 
 

A leisurely drive around some of the most scenic Cotswold roads, 
Starting & Finishing at Ampney Crucis, a lunch halt at Batsford 
Arboretum and a Weigh-in at Huntsman’s Quarry (Less bacon rolls 
next year Dave?). A good turn out of 46 Cars and a good mixture of 
cars too, 1920’s Amilcar, Mitsubishi Pajero Evo III, Bentley and a £100 
Rover 214, to name but four. 
 
Three crews from Cheltenham MC were out playing:  
 
Mike Stevens/Chris Gregory   Toyota Avensis (petrol)
     1440kg 63.64mpg 
Malcolm Middleton-Salt/Dave Cooper Ford Focus TDCi 
     1480kg 62.04mpg  
Andrew Isherwood/Hilary Farbowski  Caterham 7 
       680kg 40.88mpg 

Fancy getting street legal?  
 
Street legal drag racing is a relatively recent addition to the many classes that make up this arm of motor sport yet, 
in a way; it goes back to the very roots of the sport. The very fist drag racers were hot rodders who raced from 
traffic light to traffic light in towns and cities on the West Coast of the USA. By the sixties drag racing had 
developed into a recognised motor sport and vehicles became much more tailored to the specific task of 
accelerating as quickly as possible over a quarter mile. This obviously continued apace over the years diminishing 
the link between ‘hot-rodding’ and drag racing. 
In the early ‘80s a new form of drag racing with its basis firmly set in the roots of the sport started to appear – 
street legal drag racing. Across the Pond it proved a huge hit with the fans largely because they could identify their 
own vehicles with the street tyred, exhaust equipped cars they were watching on the strip. It rapidly developed into 
its own sub-sport with several classes and whole meetings devoted to  ‘street cars’. 
 
It was never going to be as big in the UK but by the late ‘80s there was an annual one-off event for road legal cars, 
the Street Racer Championship, held at York Raceway. There were also several smaller events which were run on 
a time trial basis rather than actual races with prizes awarded to the quickest pass by a street legal car, usually 
sub divided into 4, 6 or 8 cylinder motive power. The quickest elapsed times in this era were typically around the 
12-second mark. 1995 saw the introduction of what has become the premier class in street legal drag racing – the 
Custom Car (Magazine) Street Eliminator Series. It is in this championship that CMC associate members Ian Hook 
and Trevor Jones compete under the banner of FB Racing. Today, as well as the CCSE (Custom Car Street 
Eliminator) series, there are two other well-subscribed street-legal championships. The first is the National Street 
Car Challenge. Competitors and events have a definite northern flavour and its quirky rules allocate points for 
attendances at hot rod shows as well as for race wins. There is also the Street Machine Street Racer Sunday 
series. Whilst not strictly racing (it is time trialing as described above) points are awarded for the quickest times at 
each event with a championship winner crowned at the end of the season. 
 
As the ‘street legal’ drag racing scene grew, a lot of debate had arose about what really constituted a ‘street’ car 
and the Street Eliminator Series has always tried very hard through its rules to capture the essence of this. 
Obviously the first criteria are that the cars must be road legal (MOT, insurance, etc.) and must race in that 
condition. They must also be able to run on regular, forecourt available pump petrol (although certain commercially 
available additives are allowed). To test the ‘streetability’ of the cars all competitors must complete a 20-30 mile 
‘cruise’ and fuel stop at the end of the final days qualifying session. This incorporates a hot start test where the 
cars engine must be fired up within two minutes or the driver does not qualify for the following days races. At ALL 
times treaded street legal tyres with tread depth conforming to current MOT regulations must be used. This is 
perhaps the greatest leveller and, although huge power outputs are important, getting it through those treaded 
tyres and onto the tarmac is vital. It is perhaps these rules that have made CCSE the most respected of its type 
and in doing so have attracted more & quicker competitors each season. 
 
Performances have improved radically. In 1995 the winning car ran a best Elapsed Time of 10.57. By 2000 cars 
were deep into the ‘nines’ and 2001 saw the first eight-second passes (Ian Hook’s ’34 Ford being the second car 
in the UK to run that quickly). Today the ET record, held by Steve Patemans 11 litre Calibra, stands at 8.144 
seconds whilst John Webster in a ‘56 Chevy at 177.8 mph holds the MPH record.  2004 sees the debut of several 
turbo-charged cars and it is almost certain that we’ll see our first seven-second passes and terminal speeds 
approaching 190mph. 
 
If you fancy catching some of these stunning performances you don’t have far to travel. Four times a year the 
CCSE cars visit nearby Shakespeare County Raceway (Long Marston), just south of Stratford-on-Avon. For dates 
and more information on the cars and classes check out the FB Racing website at www.fbracing.co.uk. 
Ian Hook 
 



Sun 4 July  
RETRO CARS SHOW: The multi-marque modified classics event of the year.  Live action, 
displays, the best-tuned cars from the 60’s to the 80’s.  In assoc. with Retro Cars 
Magazine. Ticket/Info: 01452 317789  www.retrocarsshow.co.uk   

Sat 10 July  “RWYB” Run What Ya Brung – Public Track Day (Street Machine Street Racers Saturday)  

Sun 11 July  GTI Festival (“RWYB”for watercooled VW’s) Info: 01865 863275  www.vwaction.co.uk   

Sat 17 July  RENAULT TURBO OWNERS NATIONAL CLUB DAY “RWYB” for French Cars, club areas, 
traders, displays, music and camping. Info: 07887 542567  www.rtoc.org   

Sun 18 July  "RWYB" Run What Ya Brung - Public Track Day  

July 23rd-25th  BUG JAM 17  (VW Festival) (www.bugjam.co.uk ) VW Drag Racing, RWYB, show 'n' 
shine, traders, live music arenas & Top DJs, comedy, camping.  

30-31 July & 1 
Aug  

11th MOPAR EURO NATIONALS: “RWYB” for American Muscle cars only, burnout 
competition, live music and camping. www.moparnats.co.uk   

Aug 6th-8th  ULTIMATE STREET CAR (www.ultimatestreetcar.co.uk ) Modified car festival, RWYB, 
car clubs, displays, traders, music, DJs, camping.  

Fri 13 Aug  Peak Performance Test & Tune Day: “RWYB” with maximum track time for serious 
enthusiasts.  Car clubs, performance specialists and individuals all welcome.  

Sat 14 Aug  SCOOTER HIJACK: “RWYB” for Scooters, Traders, live music, catering and camping 
facilities.  

Sun 15 Aug  "RWYB" Run What Ya Brung - Public Track Day  

Sat 21 Aug  ON 2 WHEELS: “RWYB” for Bikes, open to all road and drag bikes, traders, club areas, 
displays, catering and camping facilities.  

Sun 22 Aug  "RWYB" Run What Ya Brung - Public Track Day  

Sat 4 Sept  Street Racer Saturday Special/Professional Test Day  

Sun 5 Sept  "RWYB" Run What Ya Brung - Public Track Day  

Sun 19 Sept  "RWYB" Run What Ya Brung - Public Track Day  

Sat 25 Sept  Peak Performance Test & Tune Day: “RWYB” with maximum track time for serious 
enthusiasts.  Car clubs, performance specialists and individuals all welcome.  

Sun 26 Sept  “NATIONAL SPRINT ASSOCIATION” Motorcycle sprint NSA Classic Bikes to Drag Bikes. 
Open to public Info/Race Entries 0208 561 6081  

Oct 10th 

The Japanese Performance Show:  The original one-day Run What Ya Brung event for 
Japanese Car enthusiasts. Featuring massive club displays, RWYB competition, traders, 

Run what ya brung! 

Fancy checking out Run what ya brung days at Santa Pod?  

Well, now you can. RWYB is the safe, legal and inexpensive way to conduct performance testing with your 
vehicle. All vehicles are welcome, from street-legal cars and bikes, right through to race-prepared thoroughbreds. 
Why not pop along to watch or even have a go yourself – if you’re that brave! 

Just for you, the dates for all RWYB days for the rest of the year are listed below. 

More details can be found about RWYB days and other events on the Santa Pod website: 

http://www.santapod.com/ 

�
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What’s On  
 

June 
Sunday 27th  Malvern Challenge – Cleeve Hill 
July 
Saturday 17th  Azimghur Stage Rally – Colerne 
Monday 19th  Car Committee 
Friday 23rd  Summer Series Round 3 
Sunday 25th  CSMA Windrush Classic run 
Friday 30th  Postlip Beer Festival 
Saturday 31st  Stage Rally – Keevil, Devizes 
August  
Sunday 1st  Austin Healey Club – Prescott  
Monday 16th  Car Committee 
Saturday 21st Social Treasure Hunt & BBQ 

(open to all members) 
 

Going, going, gone!  
 

A new Internet site, went live on 1st June: 
 

www.motorsportauction.co.uk  
 
This new site is dedicated to buying & selling both 
new and old Motor Sport related items. 
 
Normal price for submitting items for sale is £10, 
but for June, July & August it will be £5 with no 
additional charges.  
 

HELP WANTED!  
 

MALVERN CHALLENGE 
Sunday 27th June 

CMC have been asked to provide a static 
display at this year’s event (also a possibility 
of a small Autotest demo). It will be from 
about 9am-2pm. We need a couple of cars on 
show and a few bodies to do some navigational 
tuition & push some club flyers. 

Contact Rich Clayton 
 

AZIMGHUR RALLY - Colerne 
Saturday 17th July 

Marshals Wanted Start/Finish crew. 
Contact Graham Ford/Rich Clayton 

 

Tony Brewer Memorial Series 2004  
Round 1 

Navigational Scatter - Map163 
Friday 21st May 

 
Organised by Rich Smith & Bev Preston 

 
1st= Kev Smith/Rich 

Clayton 
Nova 130pts 

1st= Graham Ford/Ewan 
Hopes 

Cavalier 130pts 

3rd Dave Cooper/Jeremy 
Cooper 

Audi 125pts 

4th= Dave Gregory/Tim 
Purvey 

RS2000 115pts 

4th= William 
Cadbury/Colin 

Francis 

A40 115pts 

 
After the 1st Round we have 6 Club members on 
Maximum Championship points (organisers get max 
points too). 

 
 

Wyedean Rally 
Saturday 14th February 

 

I  
 

It was a while ago, but the last big rally 
outing for the Club, and as usual a 
good turn out, a big thank you to all of 
you who marshalled on Speech House. 

Treasure Hunt and B-B-Q 
 

Saturday 21 August 2004 
 
 

Treasure hunt open to all members, or 
just pop down during the evening to 

join in with the B-B-Q 
 

Further details of times etc will be 
available from the club nearer the day 

 
 


